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A CLE 
| 


Upon the'Chief Points 


4 


Where by "laying 
vCripture to Scripture, ' 
It 1 fully proved 


What is the Faith that Fuſtifies, 


And what it uz to be a Believer. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and all other Controverſal Points relating to 
Faith, plainly Stated and Anſwered. 


With the Remnant and firſt Churches pecyli- | \ 


ar Cail. 


; Likewiſe proving ithit the Lat and Goſpel 
| ſpeaks enly to thoſe that are under hem, 


Alſo the more General Callings, 


tcd to the underſtanding of the meaneſ} Reader. ; 


| 
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the Old Change, Fobn Gwilliz in Biſbops-gate-ſtreet, 0 


ver againlt the Royal Fames, Mrs. Mzchel at the Croun | - ) 


and Ct hion in Weſt minſter-Hall, a 


. 4 Mr. Garin over 


agaiatt rhe Crown Tavern in the Strand, the corner of | 


q |, St, Clements Church Yard, 21697. bY 
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EXPLANATION[| 
In the New-Teftament , q 


The whole laid down in a plain, and ealie Mcthag, fit | 


London, Printed and Sold by fohn Clarke at the Bible inf 
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| Alfo the, Faith of Abraham clearly explained, | | 
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HE Faith of br bom clearly explained, Chap. 2. LE 
ET The Eledtion of the Kemnat t and fi; ft Churches, C. 3. Þ.1 
A Believer juſtified by Ch1ift, which they could not be 
by the Law of Moſes, explained Ch. 4. 
Such as have believed, may afterward fall away, Chap, 5. p. F 


The Conrerfion of the Jaylor, explained Chap. 6. P-"37 7 
The aboliſhing the Ceremonial Law, Chap. 7. P. 39 
Of things Strangled and Blood, Chap. 8. Pp. 41 
Whit is 1equired of a Chriſtian, Chap. . 9. | P. 42 


W hat we onght to tear, and what we ought not to fear, C. 9. p. 47 * 
Chriſt being the Author of Faith ex lained, Chap. 10. Pp. 49 
What it is to be born of God, Chagh 11. P. 50 
Hew it is, that he that is born of God Sinreth rot, Chap. 12. p. 52 
The meaning of being born again, explained Chap. 13. r 54 


The Wind blowing where it |iteth explained. . 55 

Of beirg in the Faith, or turning Reprobate expl. Chap. 14. : 56 a 

The everlaſtirg Lite that is now given, the —_— ; g 
explained, Chap. 15. P- 3 


A Believer not coming into Condemnation exp. Chap. 16. p. 66 


A belict in"Chiiſt turther explained, «© hap. 16. p65. 
Shewing who are they that are Condemged already,Chap, 17. 4 a2 © 
T he «ternal! purp9lie explain ed, Chap. 18. "p36 - 


Ged Working all after the Councel of his own Will, &. 
piained, Chap. 19. P77 | 

Choſen frem the Four dation, and before the Foundati- g | 
on, Explained, Chap 20. >. 0 

The Call to the Eternal inheritance explained, Chap. 21, " $2. 

The Gitts ard Callings of God explained, Chap. 22. . 84 

| Acding to the Church, ard ordaining to Eternal Life, and g 

% Chrift dying for the World, explained, Chap. 23. > « v5 


v 


Wherezs Chriſt ſaith, m believing that he 1s the Son of God, is 
the Rock on wh 1ch he built his Church, and his Church 18 not enly 
his Ela, bnt likerſe all them that obey bim ; againſt whom the _ 
gates of hel ſhall not prevail : For he ts beceme the Auther of Eter- 
ral Salvation to all them that obey him, Heb. 5. 9. For the Fanth * 
that God requireth of ws,»15 to believe that be is, and that be Wa Fa 
rewarder of them that diliges.tly ſeek him , Heb. 11. 6. 

And to ſhe mw the immutabiluty of C od, Therefore it ts ſaid of God, + nit 
That whom he lev es, he loves to the end; for he 1s 11, chargeable am on 
himſelf. for aecerdirg to bis gremiſeanh erh er Cerditior.al or #bjolntes,) - 
he never firſt &ith-araws from ary 4nd there/cre 1 14:ft (aith T5 

ye keep niy Commanaments , ye ſhail abide 3# my love. \ch. T$.: 104 Þ 
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Chap. I. | = 
This is to prove when,and at what * | 

time the Believer u juſtified by > | 
Faith, without the deeds of the 
Law: A 


{HAT it is at the Believer's firſt Re- 
| fignation of himſelf to Chriſt, in a 
willingneſs to take his Yoke upon 
1 him, fo as to render his fincere Obedi- 
ice to him ; ' then is Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
'Jinputed to him for his Juſtification : This 
' {bring according to what St. Paw ſaith cone 
erning the Churches at their firſt Reception, 
they being brought out of ſin, darkneſs, and 
Ferrour : Therefore he ſaith of them, K»m.3.2.4: 
beirg juſtified freely by his grace through the Re- 
| iemption that 1s in Feſus Ghrift, whom God hath 
t forth to be a propitiation through faith in his =o 
Jbod, to declare his Righteouſueſs for the remiſ- + 
*Ifor of /ins that are paſt. . In theſe words he = 
"Filly ſhews it wis thr fins which were com- 
SFaitted before convertion; which upon their 
AJnverſion and reſignation . of themſelves tg. 
-2Fhriſt, they received remiſſion for thoſe 
Ws, Rom. 3. 28: Gal. 2: 16. Therefore the 
Wpoltle concludes that a man was juſtified by 
Fae CON r ans. faitlh 
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2 Whenthe Believer u firſt juſtified 
faith without rhe deeds of the Law, Gal.z 
that 1s, as before ſaid, at his firit refignation 
himſelf to Chriſt, to yield him his love, and 
ſincere obedience; he is then juſtifted by Chriſt 
Without the deeds of the Law, from all his 
paſt fins, Therefore he faith, Rom. 8. 33. Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's ws 
zt 1s God that juſirfieth ; for - upon their con- 
verſion they received remiſſion, fo as none of 
their paſt {ins ſhould be laid to their charge; 
for God had then juſtified them by the impu- 
tation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and therefore 
he faith, om. 10 4. Chriſt 1s the end. of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth ; 
the which beliet rut be in Chriſt and his 
VVord, in which he requires our love and 
ſincere obedience in all things, as in Mat. 28. 
V., 20, and then is Chriſt the end, fulfilling or 
compleating of :the Law for their Juſtifca- 
tion; for they are no ſooner thus juſtified by 
Chriſt, but they- muſt live unto Chriſt, and 
then” he will pertiic to fulfil and compleat the 
end\'of the Law in them who continue to 
walk in ſincere obedience to him. Ando the 
Apoſtle clearly explains theſe words, wheref y,, 
he ſaith, Rom. 8. 4. That the righteouſneſs of (1,}; 
the Law mioht be fulfilled mm us, who walk, uot yy, 
after the fleſ,but after the ſpirtt. Here he ſhews j, ;, 
what #5 theſe are to whom the Law is th the 
fulfilled : That it was to as many of them ©} if, 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit 
And he alfo faith, verſe 6. For to be 


= 
_ < " 
F " - 
oF ; | 
«&.- ot Wa © 
he » J Lo p 


Þithout the deeds of the Law. 2. © 
minded is death ; but to be ſpiritually minded: . 
life and peace, v. 7. Becauſe the, carnal mind is 
enwity againſt God : For vt 15not ſubjet# to the 
Law of God, weither indeed can be : Now tho'® 
the carnal mind is at enmity againſt God, yet 
the Man isno longer at enmity againſt «od, 
than he retains that carnal mind. So neither 
the believer any longer a believer, than he 
retains a mind and will in Subjection to the. 
Law of God ; For he faith, Chap 6. 16. Hrs 
Servants ye are to whom ye obey ; whether of Sin 
anto Death, or of Obedience unto F:ighteouſneſs. 
Now whereas the Apoſtle faith 'to -the 
Church of Epheſus , Eph. 2. 10. We are his 
| Workmanſhip Created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works which God had afore ordain'd that we ſhould 
| walk im them. VVhich ſhews, they were no 
| fooner juſtified, and ſet clear from the guilt of 
{| fo by the imputation of Chr:/t's Righteouſneſs, 
Þ but it was alſo fore-ordained of God that they 
I ſhould live in Good works .. and theretore 
| Chriſt ſaith, The Tree 1s known by its fruit, Mat. 
J7.17, 20. And whereas St. Paul ſaith, Rom. 
| Ic. 9, 10. That if thou confeſs with thy mouth 
, 


the Lord Feſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart 

that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 

ſaalt be ſaved. For with the heart man believeth 
Fi unto Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth confeſ- 
lim is made nnto Salvation. . V Vhich ſhews, if 
I the belief in us does not produce a Righteous 
life, then it is altogether unavailable. 


A3 ._ And 


/ 
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4 When the Believer is firſt juſtified 
And whereas St. Paul faith, Tit. 3.5. It 5: 


not by works of Righteouſneſs, which they had 
done, but according to his mercy he ſaved them, by 
' the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 1hus alſo ſhews when they were 
thus faved from their Sins; That it was at 
their firſt converſjon and refignation of. them- 
ſelves to Chriſt. And he further ſhews how 
they were ſaved. That it was by the waſhing 
of Regeneration and the rehewing of the Ho- 
{y Ghoſt, which was ſhed on them abundant- 
Iy. This was only at the eſtabliſhing of the 
hcſt Chriſtian Churches for it is evident, that 
there was noſuch abundant pourings forth of 
Spirit upon believers afterwards. Therefore 
theſe places ofScripture are not fitly applicable 
to us, who are born Children of the wifble 
Church, and have the Call of the Goſpel, from 
whom is expected an improvement of the 
ſeaſon of Grace 'that God hath 'put into our 
hands. * For altho' the Gentiles that had not 
the knowledge ef God, were taken into mer- 
cy without works of Righteouſneſs ; yet, 


the Jews who had the knowledge of God, | 


were thenexcluded his mercy, becauſe there 
was not goed -works- found in them z as God 
by all the Prophets, and Chr:/t himſelf de- 
clareth, Matth. 23.23, 24, 25, 20, 27. Wo ut 
to you Seribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, for ye pay 
Tithe of Mint and Aniſe,” and Cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the Law, judg: 
ment, mercy and faith : theſe ought ye tohave py 
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had the knowledge 
the Practical part was firſt requir'd of thems 
as juſtice, and mercy z before any ground for 
a true faith to take place. 

And whereas the Apoſtle faith in Galatians 
c,3.V.21, 22,23, 24, 25,15 theLaw againſt the 
promiſes of G0 d?*God forbid. for if there had been a 
Law given which could have given ti{c, verily 
R:ghteouſneſs ſhouid have been by the Law. But 
the Scripture hath concluded all under fin, that 
the promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt w2#ght be 


grven to them that believe. &ut before faith came, ' 


we were kept under the Law, ſhut up unto toe 
Faith which ſhould afterwards be revealea. Where- 


| fore the Law was our School-maſier to brizg us 


wto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith. 
But after that faith is come, we are no longer un» 
der a School-maſter. Now whereas he faith the 
Law was their School-maſter to oring taem 
to Chriſt. That is, the Law ſhewed them 
their inſufficiency for none being able to fulil 
the moralLaw to that perfection as to become 
juſtified by it , therefore it was 2s a School- 


maſter to bring them to look for juiti/ication 


from another. And alſo the Ceremonial law 
was as a School maſter to them, whereby that 
great Sacrifice was typified out- to them , 
which only could make attonement for our 
lins. And no ſooner was the Lord ©! life 
Crucified , which was that great Sacrifice 
which had been all along pointed at, buc their 
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heſe that 
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= Ther the Believer 1s art 1 
Sacrifices for ſin were aboliſhed, 


Hold of the Offer of mercy according as it 
was offered by Chriſt, which 1s.that all ſhould 
have the free pardon of their {ins upon con- 
dition of their future ſincere obedience. And 
ſo they then became juſtified without the 
deeds of the Law through the 1mputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs : and their willingneſs 
for the ftiture to render their {1ncere obedience 
to all Chriſt's commands and precepts. . For 
he that cometh after me, Chriſt ſaith , muff 
deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and fol- 
fow me, Matth. 16. 24: 

And whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, Gal.3.26.For 
ye are all the Children of God by faith in Chriſt 
Feſus. This he ſpeaks of them that had embra- 
ced the faith,and had received the Spirit. And 
thoſe of us that have taken Chritt to have the 
ruling power in their hearts, in hopes of E- 
ternal Salvation, are all the: Children of God 
through Faith in Chriſt Jetus. 

* And whereas he ſaith, v..27. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt. | 

This he chiefly ſpeaks of the inward bap- 
tilmof thoſe that have' ſo put on Chriſt, as 
to have brought their thoughts and wills 1gto 
ſubjection unto Chriſt, Therefore he ſaith 
to the Church,To as many of them as have fo 
done, have put him ori. © And he faith, Heb. 
11. 6. Fer he that cometh to God, muſt n_ 
" | je OT; | f at 


Believers, that by faith in Chriſt Jeſus took. 
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'l that Wis, and that be is a rewarder of them | 


that diligently ſeek him. 
Chap. II. 
The Faith of Abraham. 

Rom. 4. 3, 4, 5.6, 7, $,9, 10. For what ſaith 
the Scripture, Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs. Now to 
him that worketh, 1s the reward not reckoned of 
Grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that juftifieth the angodly, his 
faith 1s counted for Kighteonſneſs. Even as Da- 
vid alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto 
whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works, 
Saying, Bleſſed are they whoſe 1n1quities are for- 
given, and whoſe ſins are covered. Bleſſed 1s the 
man to whom the Lord will not impute fgn. Gometh 
this blefſedneſs then upou the Gircumesſron only, 
or upon the uncircamciſzon alſo * For we ſay, that 
Faith was reckoned to Abraham for Rzghteouſ. 
neſs. How was it then reckoned, mhen he 
was tm Circumciſron, or 1m uncircumciſron ? not 11 
circumciſion, but in uncircumciſion. By theſe 
words 1t doth appear, that when Abraham was 
received into mercy, he might have no works 
of Righteouſneſs of his own to repreſent him 
acceptable with God.But as the firſt Churches 
were brought out of darkneſs, Heatheniſm,and 
Error, and had not good works of their own, 
but they believing the promiſe, that upon 
confeſſing and forſaking their fins, they ſhould 
ind mercy by the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt z Who, according thereunto, did thug 
juſtifie the ungodly. + Angd 
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And as Abraham was accepted withanit the 
deeds of the Law, ſo Iſrael, and all that were 
willing to joyn themielves with them, were 
accepted without the deeds of the Law, when 
God brought them out of the Land of « Ayype. 
So the firſt Centile Churches, for the promiſe 
made-to Abraham, and Chriſt, at their firſt 
reception , were accepted without works of 
righteouſneſs, or the deeds of the Law And 
the Angel faid of ©hriſt, that he ſhould be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, betore he ſaid, he 
ſhould be the glory of his people /frael , Luke 
2. 22. Therefore accordingly there was a great 
number of the Gentiles cailed in by the affiſt- 
ance of his Spirit, with the tender of his grace, 
Therefore St. Paul ſpeaking of thethen times, 
ſaith, in Rom. 3. 26. To declare, I ay, at this time 
his Righteouſneſs : That he might be juſt, and the 
juſtifier of him who believeth in Fefis. God 
is here ſaid to be juſt, in performing his pro- 
miſe to Abraham. and Chriſt concerning the 
calling in of the Guntiles : and in thus juſtt- 
fying them that bÞ-lieved on Jeſus. which 
according to theconGirions of the tender of his 
grace took hoja of his mercy. 

So we ſee there was a three-fold day of 
grace, without the deedsof the Law. Firſt to 
fHbraham,then to his naturai ſeed, then to his 
adopted ſeed. Lour God carries on all his works 
in a three-fold way. And as under the Law 
there was a door of mercy ſe: open toall that 


would take hold of his Covenant. $0 goon 
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ol thy 
to all that take hold of ihe promile 
of life Soſa as it is offered by Chriſt, of 
his free grace, which is in the free pardon ofall 
their paſt finz,- upon the conditions of their 
love and fincere obedience for time to come. 
For neither Abraham, nor his Natural Seed, 


nor his adopted Seed, can any longer havea . | 
ſhare in the promiſes, than they perliit in their . 3 


obedience ; 1t being the condition of the ten- 
der of his grace, that for the eternal life promi- 
ſed'd, weſhould yield him obedience. ForChrift 
ſaith, Mat 15.24. If anyman will come after me,let 
him deny himſelf and take up his Croſs daily and 


follow me; For whoſoever will ſave his life, ſhall 
loſe it : bu: whoſoever will loſe his for my ſake the 


ſame ſhall ſaveit. Luke 9. 23, 24, 235, 26- And 
it is theFait' of Abraham that is required. And 
what was the Faith of Abraham? The Faith 
of Abraham was, that he believed God, and 
that was imputed to him for. Righteouſneſs. 
And what was that which Abraham believed 2 


That which Abraham believed was, that God 


would, in the way of his Obedience, make of 


him a great Nation, and that in him all the 
Families of the Eaith ſhould be bleſſed. There- 


fore God calls on him to obey, and faith, Gen:* | 


12, 1. Get thre out of thy country, aud from thy 
kindred, and from thy Father's houſe: And I will 


make of thee a gr:at Nation ' Here we lee, he * 
wasto put in practice his obedience, or elſe he . 
could not have been heir to the promiſe, Heb. 


11.8, 
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TO oncernmg the Faith of Abt Al | 
11:8. By Faith Abraham when be was. ca 
go out into a place, which he ſhould afterward re- 
cerve for an inheritance, obeyed, and he went out, 
ot knowing whither he went. So the Lord calls 
on us, to come out of fin, ſelf, and the eager 
purſuit of-this world, and to foilow him, and 
we ſhall find reſt to our Souls, and he will 
give us the Crown of Life And if we will 
not yield to theſe conditions, we muſt not ex- 
ped a ſhare in theſe promiſes. And tho St. 
Paul was one of thoſe who then, upon his 
converſion had his iniquities forgiven, and his 
{ins covered, yet he ſaid, Wo be to him if be 
preacht uot the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 16. Whereby 
he ſheweth he muſt yield his obedience, or 
elſe vengeance would overtake him, Heb. 10.30. 
And alfo after that Abraham had been obedi- 
ent in leaving his Countery. and his kindred, 
the Lord again appeared to him, Gen. 17. 1. 
and ſaid; I am the Almighty God, walk before 
me and be thou perfett. The which ſhews,God 
requires our continuance in our obedience to 
him, The wh:ich in being fincere therein, is 
man's perfection. 

And after God further tryed and proved 
Abraham whether he would obey in all things, 
even to that, in which the defire of his Soul 
was ſet upon, which was in the offering up 
of hisSon Iſaac: And that God commanded him 
to do,without a promiſe of reward, but after- 
wards for his willingneſs to be obedient there- 
in,God redoubled his promiſe to him, ForGod's 

; promiſes 
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Y Concerning the, Faith of Abraham, +1: 
miſes are generally attain'd and retain'd in the 
way of our love and obedience. And St. Paul 
ſaith, Rom. 6. 16. Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield your ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants ye 
are to whom ye obey, whether of (in unto death, or 
of obedience unto righteouſneſs? By theſe words 
the apoſtle puts 1t out of all diſpute, clearly 
ſhewing, that we are his Servants to whom 
we do yield our ſelves Servants to obey. And 
the Apoſtie ſaith to the Church in the follow-. 
ing verſe, That they were the Servants of ſinut 
ye have obeyed from the heart, that form' of Doc+ 
trine which was delivered you. Now the form 
of Doctrine was, that they ſhould obſerve all 
things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded. 
This being the laſt charge Chriſt left with his 
Diſciples, promiſing ſuch as did accordingly 
obey, that he would be with them to the end 
of the world, Matth. 28.20; 

Rom. 4.2. if Abraham were juſtified by works, 
he hath whereof to glory, but not before God. That . 
15, not before God, as tho' he had by his 
good works, merited all thoſe great bleſſings 
that God had promiſed him. . No, this 1s 
quite contrary to truth, and contrary to the 
underſtanding that ſtill remains in us, that he, 
or we, by our poor endeavours, when at the 
beſt, ſhould for them deſerve an everlaſting 
inheritance, and an eternal weight of glory, 
and that procured by the Sacrifice of the Son 
of his love. No, fo to think, is an offence to 
God, And alſo the Lord Chriſt faith, When 
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- 12 ' Concerning the Faith of Abrahand® 


7e ſhall have done all thoſe things which are com- 
manded you,ſay, ye are unprofitable Servants,Luk: 
17. io. For God n:eded not us, for his eternal 


blefſednefs would not have been. diminiſhed if - 


we had eternally periſhed. For he would have 
remained eternal!» bleſſed without us, altho' 
we ſhould have rer-1ined eternally miſerable 
without him. For a poor Soul before God, has 
no more reaſon to glory, than a poor con- 
demned Malefactor that a grear Prince had 
taken'pity of, & therefore paid his ranſome,& 
taken him into his Service, withal promi- 
ſing him as long as he kept to the Rule or way 


that he had ſet] him, and did not wilfully de- + |: 


part from-it, he would be with him to car- 
ry him through all vifficulties, and that, if he 
ſo continued to do, he would not leave him 
nor forſake him ; and that tor the ſhort -time 
that he ſhould ſet himyif he therein was found 
faithful to his ſervice, he then would adopt 
him his'Son, and give him an inheritance as 
a Son of his. Now, ſhould this Servant boaſt 
and glory before his Prince,and fay,I think for 
the ſma!] time of ſervice that thou requireſt of 
me, I d-ſ{erve all that thou haſt done. or hath 
promiſec to do for mez this would immediate- 
Iy diiiaherit him of his Princes favour. But 
on the contrary.if this Servant s heart is drawn 
out in love and obedience to his Pririce for 
thegreat kindneſs received, and for the fu- 


ture promiſes made to him : he having a ſenſe, | 
how infinitely above any thing that his deſer- 


vings ) 


| Concerning the ; of Abraham. 1 3 
vings could be, his Prince had promiſed to 
reward him. And therefore he reſolving to do 
his utmoſt endeavour ; that he might be found 
faithful in his ſervice ; he having ſtrong con- 
dence, and faith in his Prince, that if he was 
found diligent in his' Service, his Lord would 
not only be willing, but had power according 
to his promiſe to reward him. His Prince 
alſo giving him orders that he ſhould come to 
{| him upon ail occafions for freſh ſupplies, where- 
by he might be enabled to do him ſervice. 
ThisServant obſerving diligently all the orders 
his Lord gave him, therefore at. the appoint- 
-ed time receives the promiſed reward. But 
not as tho' he had merited theſe great things, 
but that his great benefa&or had promiſed ſuch 
great rewards to all his Servants that ſhould 
be found faithful in his Service. So Chriſt,of. 
| his free grace and mercy, hath paid the ran- 
ſom for {tnners, for all that will yield to him 
their love and {incere obedience. And at the 
time hetakes them into his Service, he then 
clears them of all their paſt. ſins, and for the 
time to come promiſes his affiſtance, whilft 
they keep the way which he hath ſet them, 
and do not willingly depart from it. Andif 
they ſhould be overtaken in a fault againſt 
their wills, they then ſhall not be utterly caſt 
down, for Chriſt remains an Advocate for 
them. And if they accordingly continue 
faithful to the death , hath promiſed then 
,*0 give them the Crown of life; but _— 
tho' 


ward, but that of his great mercy and rich 
grace he hath promiſed ſuch great rewards to 
all that are faithful in his Service. 
dingly God ſaid to Abraham, That he would be 
his exceeding great reward, Gen. 15. 1. 1 here- 
by ſhewing that God would reward him for 
what-he did, and exceedingly above what. he 
deſerved. So Chriſt is ſaid to be the Author 
of EternalSalvation to all them that obey him, 
Heb.5.9. To them who by patient continuance 1n 
well doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and emmortality, 
eternal life, Rom. 2.7. Now, tho Abraham, or 
any other,cannot have whereof to glory before 
God; yet they may rejoyce in that they have 
walked in fincere obedience to him, whereby 
they at laſt become accepted of himzas to have 


the reward of the Crown of life, | *For. who- * 
ſoever renders their ſincere obedience to God. 


and Chriſt, comes in as an heir to the promiſe 


of life ; For he ſhall have the righteouſneſs of _ 


Chriſt imputed to him for his juſtilication, 
Afts 10.35. whilſt others thro' their unwary 
walking go out of the way .that God hath 


ſet them, whereby they fall away, and fo loſe : 


that Crown,which otherwiſe they might have 


had, Rev. 3. 11. and 2. 10. And ' thoſe that 
by their wary walking have kept the way, |. 
tho' they have not to.glory before God, yet for -Þ* 
their ſo doing, they ſhall have praiſe of God, 
1 Cor. 4. 5. and tho' St. Paul faith,inthe 7,v.J 


Who maketh thee to differ from another ? and what 


—_ uw  — ww d , Qndtims ' 
_ = 
4a : n 
= - 
# wb . 
a 
>. * 


14 Concerning the Faith. of Abraham®* © 
tho' their ſervice had merited ſo great a re- 


Accor- 


) 


Fames ſaith, c.1 v.17. Every good and perfett gift 
cometh from above. Yet by. the words of Chriſt, 
in the parable, it is plain, that ſome improved 
the Talents they had received, and ſome im- 
proved not their Talent , Matth. 25. And 
Iſrael was caſt off of God for their not im« 
proving their day of grace, Matthew 23. 37, 


Rom. 4- 11, 12, 1g. And he received the 
Sign of circumciſion, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of 
fath, which he had yet being uncircumciſed, that 
he might be the father of all them that believe, tho, 
they be not circumciſed, that righteouſueſs might 
be imputed unto them alſo. And the father of car- 
eumct/ron to them who are not of the Circumciſion 
oly, but alſo walk in the ſteps of that faith of 
ur Father Abraham, which be had, being yet 
LE uncircumciſed, For the promiſe that he ſhould be 
the hetr of the world, was not to Araham, or to 
his ſeed thro' the Law, but thro' the righteouſneſs 

if Faith, Now, what was the ſteps of that 
faith chat our Father Abraham walkrt in, being 
- Funcircumciſed 2 It was, that he ſtaggered not 
the promiſe of God, but believed that he 
ſhould have 1t according to the word of the 


JLord.in the way of his obedience that he there- 
by hould be made the Father of many Na- 
Ftons, and heir of the world, which carried 

him thro” all difficulties, and cauſed him to 
ad 1 the ſteps of Righteouſneſs, according 
4sthe Lord required of him, Gen. 17, I, 2. / 
the Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou 
5s B perfets 
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ovenant 
Theſe words ſhew, that God required of 4: 
braham, his ſincere obedience, that thereby he 
might be the heir of this promiſe. Accor- 
dinglv St Paut i:ith, verſe 13. For the promiſe 
that he jhoulld be the heir of the world, was not 
to Abraham, or to his ſeed, through the Law, but 
through the righteouſneſs of faith : Which was, 
through the righteouſneſs which this his faith 
produc'd ; the which Circumciſion was after- 
ward given him as a Seal of this his righte- 
ouſnefs by faith. And whether circumciſed, 
or uncircumciſed, whoſoever treads in the 
ſteps of our Father Abraham, in looking for 
the performance of the promiſe, in the way of 
their obedience, ſhall alſo become heirs of 
life. 

"Rom. 4. 14, 15, 16. For sf they which are of 
the 'T,-» be beirs, faith 1s made void, and the 
1\1::je made of none effett ; becauſe the Law 


tranſereſſim Therefore it is of faith, that it 
might ve of grace ;, to the end the promiſe might 
be fare to all the ſeed, not to that only which 1s of 
the Law. but to that alſo which is of the faith 


Now the Law expected the perfect perfor- 
mance of the *hing required, before they could 
become juſti1ed by it ; but then, under the 
Law, through mercy, they that did render 
their fincere obedience thereunto, 1t was 
4 - = 
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me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.” 


worketh wrath z for where no Law us, there 15 m 


of Abr-ham, who 1s the Father of us all ; 


um 
Apo! 
1/4: 
0 by 
ted 
i 1 


- 


_ 4 pY = 
q ——_—_——. - . 2 * a 


| Concerning rernino thi Y 


ouſneſs of Chri/t mputed to them for their 
Juſtification : But hereby it ſheweth that Ju- 
ſtification was not to be attained by the Law, 


- Ibut, that Juſtification and Righteouſneſs is to 
| [he attained by Faith, that draws out the heart 

Jin love to God, and Chrift, with an aflent to ' 
| {jield obedience to him : Such are made par- 


takers of his grace. and ſo by the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt become juſtifted - And where 
this complying frame of ſpirit is, 1t was, and 


"Is the ſeed, to whom the promiſe belongs, 


whether under the Law, or Goſpel ; and un- 
to ſuch as theſe, that tread in Abraham's ſteps, 
heis a Father. For all are hzs ſervants, to whont 
ye yeld your ſelves ſervants to obey, whether of fin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 6. 16. 

Rom. 4 21, 22: And he being fully perſuaded, 
that what God hath promiſed, he was able to per- 
fro: : And therefore it was tmputed to him for 
nbteouſneſs. That 1s, Abraham was fully per- 
luaded that God was able to perform what he 
tad promiſed him, which drew out his heart 
to yield that obedience which God required 


of him : He thus believing, it was imputed to 
um for righteouſneſs. And whereas the 
Apoſtle ſaith, verſe 23, 24, 25. Now it was 
t written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed 
O him, but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be 1m- 
mted, if we believe on him that rasſed np Feſus 
Lord from the dead, who was delivered for 


4 4 
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| Paccepted of them, ſo as they Jad the Righte- 


our offences, and was raiſed again for our juſtifs 


cation. That is, if we believe in him that}, 
raiſed up our Lord from the dead, that theÞj,/ 


purchaſed Salvation by Chriſt, is to be 1mpu- 


red ; and ſo accordingly we lay hold of the 
promiſe of Life; then © thrift was delivered for 
our offences, as well 4s tor theirsz and like 
wife roſc again for our. ſuitihcation, as well 
as theirs; if we (according as thele Komans 
had done to whom he wrote } have obeyed 
from the heart the Doftrine of the Goſpel, then 
alſo, we, by Chriſt, are made free from the 
condemning power of fin, and are become 
th- icrvants of tighteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 17, 18, 
1:2 we are no ſooner ſet clear from the con- 
demning power of fin, by the free grace of 
God, purchaſed by the Blood of his Son, but 
we at? im:nediately thereupon liſted Souldiers 
of Ghrijt, to fight under his Banner againſt 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and all 
our corrupt Aﬀections and Inclinations ; and 
bringing down every thought to the obedience of 
Ghriit, 2 Cor. 10. 5. 


Chap. III. 
The Elettion of the firit Churches. 


Phe. 2.5, 9, 10. For by Grace are ye ſaved, 
thro' Faith, and that not of your ſelves, it is 

the gift of God: Not of workg, leſs any man 
| 8. -- - 
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ther 
ted according as he in his Word hath decls [fe 


wit 
juſt 
st 


f- | ould Booſt For we are his Workmanſbip, Crea- 
at Id im Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God 
ie F buth before ordained , that we ſhould walk in 
u-[;hem. By theſe words the Apoſtle allo clearly 
&[heweth, that by good works ſtanding alone 
without-the merits of Chrift, no man can be 
Tr juſtified in his fight. And thereforeall boaſtin 
taken away from man in the ſight of God. 


I But whereas he faith in v. 10. For we are 
4 lis Workmanſhip , Created mm Ghrijt Jeſus 
nf wto good works, which God hath before or- 
ef dained that we ſhould walk mm them. Aere 
Ef the Apoſtle hath his peculiar reference to the 
«| firſt Churches, who were brought out of 
-1 darkneſs, fin, and errour. And as he faith in 
th wrſe 12, Te were without Christ ; being aliens 
ti from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and jtrangers 
Sf to the Govenant of Promiſe, having no hope, and 
| vithout God in the World. Now, at that time 
| 

; 


God did not only abound in his mercy to- 
wards them of the firſt Churches all w/- 
dom and prudence, Epheſ. 5. 8. in ſhewing 
his mighty power in them, and in calling 
them, as the Apoſtle ſaith, out of darkneſs imto 
bs marvelous light, 1 Pet. 2. 9. and thereby 
bringing over the conſent of their wills to his 
Laws, he did then freely juſtifile them by his 
grace; but alſo, when God had done this for 
them, it was fore-ordained by him, that in 
good works they ſhould walk before him. 


Now theſe places are not fitly appliable to us 3 
P B 3 for 


for it is evident, that we are not now in that 
oroſs darkneſs ; neither are we ſtrangers to 
the Covenant of Promiſe, as they were z nej- 
ther are we made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as they were. 

The like he ſaith of the Church, in Titus 
chap. 3. v. 45 0» 7, But after that the kindneſs 
and love of God our Saviour toward man appear- 
ed, not by works of 11ghteouſneſs, which we hane 
done, bat according to his mercy he ſaved us by 
the waſhing of Regeneration, and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghot, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
through Jeſus Ghri5t our Saviour : That being 
Jutified by hrs grace, we ſhould be made heirs ac- 
cording to the hope of Eternal Life. Now, by 
theſe places 1t 1s clear, that he ſpake this con: 
cerning them of the Then Times : For it is 
known to all, that there has been no ſuch 
abundant pourings forth of the Spirit upon: 
the Chuches fince the Apoſtles Times. And 
theſe are they of whom the Apoſtle faith, 
Called of God according to his purpoſe. For whom 
be did fore-know, he alſo did predejtinate to be 
conformed to the Image of his Son, Rom. 8. 28,29. 
According to which he faith, Epheſc x. 12. 
That they ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, who 
firit trated in Christ.. 

And St. Paul faith, AEts 13.48. 4s many 4 
were ordazned to eternal life believed. This he 
alſo ſpeaks of the Then Times, and of the 
Churches that firſt truſted in Chriſt, who 
were afore choſen of God according to his 

purpoſd, 


4 x 


The @e&ian of the firſt Churches. 2.7 
purpoſe, which was to confirm the Truth of 
the Goſpel to the following Generations, and 
God gave to them more abundantly of his 
Spirit, to ſecure their ſtanding, as well as to 


'{ confirm the Truth of the Goſpel z 1o as,if they 


h 


did not difinherit themſelves by wilſul fin- 
ning, they could no ways miſs of Salvation;for © 
they were ordained, choſen, and appointed ta 
it of God, as Iſrael was tor the Land of Ca- 
4#8an ; but neither of them was to have the 
fruition of that which was promiſed, without 
their own endeavorr. Therefore 5t. Peer 
faith, Save your ſelves from this untoward Ge- 
neration, Acts 2. 40. dnd make your Gallng and 
Ele&tion ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 10. nd by the abun- 
dant pourings forth of the Spirit upon the 
firſt Churches, they generally ſtood, - and the 
major part in Scripture, is a/ways reckoned as 
the wholez whereas the Apoſtle faith, 4s 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed, 
This plainly ſhews, that this Ordination was 
to the firſt Churches ; for if all that were 
ordained to- eternal life, then believed, - it 
makes it clear, that to us that follow after, 
there remains no ſuch Ordination. Accordin 

to thisg St. James ſaith, ds £5. 14. vimon 
hath decls'ed how God at the firſt did viſit the 
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his 
Name. - How a people for his Name ? That 
is, for the greater graces here, and for the 
greater glory hereaiter. As in Epby/. 1. 12, 
That they ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, who 
4a [7 
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e Election of the fuſt Churches., 


firſt trufted in Chrit, Ephel. 2: 7. That 

Ages to come, he might ſhew the exceeding riches 
of his grace, his kindneſs towards them, through 
Ghri#t Jeſus. Now, at that time when God 
called in the Gentzles, was the time when God 
made his Promiſe good to Chr:zF and Abra- 
ham, in that the Gent/les were taken into Co- 
venant, they then being juftitied by the-Righ. 
teouſneſs of Chriſt without the deeds of the 
Law; and fo, by Chriſt, they became the 
Seed of Abraham, and were thereby brought 
into ſubjection to the Commands of God, and 
the Moral Law, Matth.:g. i7 Matth, 20, 28, 
Rom.2,1;. and ſo with_/ſrael, become Heirs to 
the Covenant of Promiſe, which Covenant of 
Promiſe they were before ſtrangers unto, Eph. 
2. 12. and at the publication of the Goſpel, 
was the acceptable time, and the great day of 
Salvation to the Gentiles, when the Lord 
then thus took them into Covenant with hitn- 
ſelf; and juſtified them freely by his grace, 
without the deeds of the Law ; that thereby 
he might bring them, and their Children in 
as Heirs with I/rael, to whom the promiſe be- 
longed. And alſo to ſhew that the Apoſtle 
had his chief reterence to thoſe times, he ſaith, 
2 Cor. 5. 19. Towtit, that God was in'CMWiſt, re- 
eonciling the World unto himſelf, not 1mputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them, and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. And he faith 
in chap, b. verſe 1. 2. Wethen as workers toge- 
ther with him, veſeech you alſo, that ye recerve 
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The EleAion of the firft Churches. 23 © 
yot the grace of God in vain : For he ſaith, I have 
beard thee in a time accepted, and in dhe day of 
ſalvatioi: have I ſuccoured thee: Behold ! now is + 
the ac:cyied time; Behold ! now 4 the day of 
ſalvation. For then was the accepted time 
that free grace was, freely adminiſtred, only 
by the change of their wills and aftec&tions, 
and that done by the power of God ; but. he 
beſeeches them, that they receive not the 
grace of God in vain; for it they wilfully 
again were intangled in fin, the grace of God 
was received in vain by them. And whereas 
he ſaith Rom ,. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth 
to be a Propitiation, through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins 
that are paſt. Here he fully declareth, that in 
the acceptable day it was their paſt fins were 
then pardoned, and afterward they were to 
walk in newneſs of life. And accordingiy he 
faith in verſe 26. To declare, I ſay, at this time 
his righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, aud the 
juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus. There- 
by clearly ſhewing, that this Juſtification had 
in it a chief reference to thoſe times; at which 
time the Apoſtle did conclude, as' in zerſe 28. 
Therefore we conclude, that a man ts juſtified by 
faith without the deeds of the Law, But when 
they were brought in as Heirs to the Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, the caſe was altered with 
them; for then there was required their 
fincere obedience to all God's Commands and 
Precepts, and therein to remain faithful to 

| the 


, 


the death, if they would have the Crown of 
Life, by the Everiatting Covenant ſecured to 
them ; for then they and their Children were 
to retain that Do&rine which was art firſt {6 
powerfully delivered, Heb. 2. 1, 2, 3,4. There- 
fore we ought to give the more dilient heed to 
the things which we have heard, leſt at any time 
we ſhould let them ſlip. For if the Words ſpoken 


by Angels were ſtedfaſt, and- every tranſgreſſion 


and diſobedience received a juſt recompence of re- 
ward ; how ſhall we eſcape if we neglef ſo great 
ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto ns by them that 
heard him ;, God alſo bearmg them witneſs, both 
with ſigns and wonders, and with divers miracles 
and piits of the Holy Ghoſt, according to the 
will of God. «+ hus it was the will of God (6 
powerfully to confirm the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel. For as the outward glory was evi- 
dently manifeſt at the giving of the Law z fo 
the abundant pouriags forth of the Spirit,with 
ſigns and wonders, was given for to confirm 
the Truth of the Goſpel. And as Iſrael and 
their Children wereto retain the Laws of God 
which once they had received ; ſo rhe Gentzles 
and their Children were to retain the Do- 
&rine of the Goſpel, that had been once fo 
powerfully delivered, which by the call of 
the Word, and the good motions of the Spi- 
rit of God, if they with diligence improved it, 


would make them wiſe unto Salvation : This 


Iſrael had, and reliſted, for which they were 
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condemned> 
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condemned, As 7. 51. For as $t. James faith, oy 
c. 1. 9.25. Whoſoever looketh into the perfeft 
Law of Liberty, and continueth therein, he being | 
not a forgetful bearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. And why.is it 
cailed the perfect Law of Liberty ? Becauſe it 
is an upright Rule, in which is required Man's 
ſincere obedience 3 which, when he ſincerely 
yieids himſelf to obey, he 1s then by Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs fet free from the condemning 
power of {in and death. And whereas Chriſt , 
ſattii, Vo man can come to me except the Fathey 
draw him, John 6. 44. And this is the drawing 
of God, his Word, and his Spirit, which we 
muſt be accountable for, how we have im- 
proved our day and ſeaſon of grace ; which fo 
many thro' their {loth and negligence miſim- 
prove; therefore 'tis ſaid, Many are called,but few 
choſen, Mat. 20. 16. But as to thoſe of whom 
St. Paul ſpeaks, that were called, Rom.g. 2 3,24. 
And that he might make known the riches of hts 
glory on the veſſels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto” glory, even us whom he bath called, 
not of the Jews only, but alſo of the Gentiles. 
Theſe were they that were called according 
to the fore-determined Counſel of 50d ; for, 
the greater grace and ſufferings here, & the 
greater glory hereafter ;for theſe that he here 
faith were called of the Fews, he ſpeaks of that 
remnant that were called according to the ele- 
Eton of grace, which was to remain a ſtanding 
Witneſs through the World, and them that 


,/ | are 


thoſe of them that firſt bore their Teſtimeny 
to the Goſpel, which were the Churches that 
firſt truſted in Chriſt, theſe being prepared 


revealed ; which preparation was for the re- 
celving of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Theſe are tho'e of whom St.Paul ſaith, Rom, 
9.16. It is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that ſbeweth mercy. T hat 
is, in that 5od choſe a remnant from among 
Iſrael to be his Witneſſes through the World. 
And alſo fore-appointed the firſt Churches,ac- 
cording to the determined purpoſe of his own 
will. that they ſhould be made partakers of 
the Holy Ghoſt, thereby to bear their Teſti- 
mony for the confirmation of the Truth of 

_ the Goſpel, to the World and ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. So theſe being choſen according 
to tlie will of God, for the greater grace, and 

þ ſufzring here, and the greater glory hereafter, 
Fpbeſ. 1.12. That we ſhould be #0 the praiſe of 

his glory, who firit truſted in Chriſt, And again 

he faith of the firſt Churches, Epheſ. 2. 7. That 

7nthe Ages to come, he might (hew the exceeding 

riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards us 
through Chriſt Jeſus, And St. Peter faith to 

the firſt Churches, 1 Pet. 4. 12. Beloved,think 

it not ſtrange concerning the fiery Tryal, which is 

t6 try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing happened 

unto you, Now, tho' theſe were not afore cho- 

ſen of God for _ their fore-ſeen willing and 
running a, 


26 TheCall of the fiſt Churches. | 


are here ſaid to be called of the Gentzles, were 


unto the glory, which afterwards ſhould be ' 


The (Call of the firlt 0 hurrhes. FO 
#F cunning; yet when they-were called in, they 
were to will and run for the prize,and ſo muſt 
all that will lay hold of the Crown of Life, 
whether 'Ele&, or not Ele&t. For, St. Paul 
ſaith, So run, that ye may obtain. And, let us not 
be weary in well doing ; for in due ſeaſon we (hall 
reap, if we faint not, Gal. 6. 9. For though the 
ſtanding Witneſs or Remnant were ſo ſecured 
in Chriſt, as none ſhould pluck them out of 
his hand ; for they are thoſe which are ſaid 
to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, Rev. 
14. 4. yet the other Ele& did not fo ſecurely _ 
ſtand. Therefore St. Paul warns all, Heb. 6: 
4, 5, 6. Heb 10, 26, 29. 2 Pet. 2: 20. So like> 
wile, Prov. 21.16. But the manu that wandreth 
out of the way of underſtanding, ſhall remain in 
the Congregation of the dead. That is, as St. Paut 
faith, ſuch as have taſted the good Word of 
God, and then wilfully depart from him, ſhall 
remain 1n the Congregation of the dead. But 
in that Solomon was forgiven ; it was for the 
Promiſe God made to David his Father con- 
cerning him, which has now no reference to 
us, as I have clearly proved in another Book, 
where the ſtanding Witneſs is treated of, but 
| hathanother meaning than what hitherto we 
have apprehended of it. 

St. Paulfaith, As 13. 32, 33. Aud we declare 
unto you glad - tydings, how that the promiſe 
which was made unto the Fathers, God hath ful- 
filled the ſame to us their Children, in that he hath 
raiſed up Jeſus again, as it ts written in the ſecond 
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thee. That is, it Chriſt had not again been 
raiſed from the dead, the Promiſe could never 
have been fulnlled. 

And whercas he faith in verſe 34.. And as 
concerning that he raiſed him up from the dead, 
20 more to return to corruption, he ſaid on this 
wiſe, I will give you the ſure merctes of David. 
Here the Apoſtle only repeats the words” of 
Iſatah, in that he faith, God will give them 
the ſure mercies of David, not that the 
fure mercies of David were then given to all 
that did embrace the Faith, but 1t is accord- 
ing as they hold out to the end, they ſhall be 
made partakers of thoſe ſure mercies. But at 
the Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt, was the 
price of that Redemption paid, which was be- 
fore promiſed, of which the firſt Churches 
had then a pledge or fore-taſt, as the earneſt 
of their Inheritance, in that they had the re: 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt ſhed on them abundanth, 
Titus 3.5, 6, whereby they generally ſtood, 
and in Scripture the- mayor part 1s reckoned 
for the whole; and alſo amongſt theſe He- 
brews, was the ſtanding Witnels, and the Spi- 
Tit was thus wonderfully given for the more 
ſecurity of thcir ſtanding, thereby to confirm 
the Truth of the Goſpel. Thefe were they 
that were in a more peculiar manner ordarmed 
z0 Eternal Life, being choſen of God accord 
ing to the purpoſe he had before determined 
for them, & theretore had a particular calling, 
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Pſalm, Thou art my Sow this day have I begatten 


And 


"YAnd as they had the more Talents given 
| them, ſo they had the greater work to do, 
and the greater difficulties to encounter with, 
which they likewiſe wereto perform,that were 
to bear their Teſtimony to the Truth againſt 
all the Power of the Enemy. But when the 
Goſpel was eſtabliſhed, thoſe that followed 
after, had the call of the Word,with the good 
motions of the Spirit-of God, and the checks 
of Conſcience z all which improved, is able to 
make wiſe unto Salvation. But as the Lord 
faith, Some hear the Word, and with joy receive 
it, and believe? for a while, yet in time of tempta- 
tion fall away, Luke 8. 413. This is a ſufficient 
proof that ſome may praQtically believe, and 
yet afterwards fall away. And others there 
are. that have lived a looſe life, which after- 
wards may fall under the terrours of Con- 
ſcience, by which they may be frighted from 
their evil practices, after which, ſome build 
their faith in Chriſt, and hopes of Salvation, 
upon this their Converſion : But reſting there, 
without further 1mproving the advantage 
that God puts into their hands, in turning the 
ſtrong man out of poſſeſſion; therefore the old In- 
habitant again returns, and finding them, or 
him empty of true love. to God, and to the 
ways of Holineſs, and only the houſe, or per- 
ſon finely garniſhed with an outward ſhew of 
Profeſſion, then he again takes poſſeſſhon of his 
old Habitation with more corrupt inclinations 
than before, and ſo the latter end is much 
ms el WIS 10 TING HLSOR Dil wa 


Churches, © 


3o The Callof the fuſt\ 


x1. 21, 22,24, 25, 26, But ſuch will be bleſ- 
ſed, whether they fall under a terrour or not, 
that keep to a cloſe walking with God in a 
Child-like frame of ſpirit, in love and -obe- 
dience to him : For he that walketh uprightly, 
walketh ſurely, Prov. ic. 9. And the Lord 
faith, God 4 a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and m truth. And it 
is only ſuch as hold out to the end, that have 
the ſure word of proimiſe, to receive the 
Crown of life. But as for the very Elec, 
which follow the Lamb whitherſocver he 


ver were deceived by the Beaſt, or falſe 
Prophet, Matth. : 4.24. Rev. 14 4. Lake 18,7. 
-of which number we cannot be, becauſe all 
our predeceſſors came out of Popery, net- 
ther are we of that Remnant. 
they of whom it is ſaid, the foundation jtandeth 
ſure : And of whom Chriſt ſaith, none ſhall 
_ them out of his hand, and_it-wes to his 
iciples that were of that remnant.ru whom 
he promiſed to be with them to the nd of the 
World : And alſo, that he will forſake none 
whilſt they keep to the Rule that he hath ſet 
before them ; but the Remnant were to re-. 
main his Witneſlcs all the time of this World, 
againſt the power of this Enemy, by whom - 
they have been often driven nto Þens and 
Caves of the Earth. 
Chap. 


id 


worſe with ſuch than their beginning, Lake . 


goeth, and cry day and night unto him by rea- 
ſon of the oppreſſion of the adverſary, and ne-. 


But theſe are. 


b\ 3 T 
| Belzevers juſtified by Chriſt which they conld not be 
* | by the Law of Moles. 

AINT Paxl faith, As 13. 37, 38, 39. Be 
g it known unto you therefore, Men and Brethres, 
that thre this Man is preach'd unto you the for- 
erveneſs of ſins : And by him all that believe are 
juſtified from all things, from which they could not be 
juſtified by the L.aw of Moſes: This may be taken 
under a two-fold head, 1.That none can perform 
the moral Law, to that perfection as thereby to 
become juſtified by it, without the Merits of 
Chriſt. But the Apoſtle hath here his reference 
to the Ceremonial Law, 1n that he terms 1t the 
law of Moſes, which, in this Book, in ſeve- 
ral places, he treats of the aboliſhing of. For 
thoſe things therein contain'd in keeping them 
could no ways puritie the Conſcience, but keep- 
ing the Commands of God does puriftie the Con- 
'Iſcience, and thereby produces a holy life, ſo as 
we may with boldneſs look by the eye of Faith 
w Chriſt for acceptance and juſtification, 'thro' 
the imputation of his perfect Righteouſneſs. 

For St. Paul faith, Acts i 3. 26. Whoſoever a- 
mong you feareth God, to you 1s the Word of this 
Salvation ſent. And he faith, Heb. 11. 6. Hethat 
cometh to God muſt believe that he 15, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. For 
which promiſe ſake he alſo faith, Ats 26. 7. 
Our twelve Tribes inſtantly ſerving God day and 
1»:24t, hope to come. Whereby we lee, there was 
lome of every Tribe then converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith. And theſe were-they unto whom 
p | C Ot 
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32 Pelievers juſtified by Chriſt, © 
St. James wrote, James 1. 1. 7othe twelve Tribes 
which are ſcatered abroad, greeting. Theſe are 
they that are ſaid to follow the Lamb whitherſoever 
he goeth, Rev. 14. 4. And, of thele it 1s ſaid, of 
every 1ribe are to be iealed twelve thouſand,Rey, þ 
7. And all along inthe word allare incouraged to 
run the race for the hope's ſake ſet before them, 
And that they ſhall reap that faint not, Gal. 
Ch. 4. v. 9. 

2. St. Paul relating how he was ſent of the 
Lord to preach the Goſpel, Ads 26. 16 And 
what ſhould be the effects of his preaching, as 
in the 18. verſe 70 open their eyes and to turn them 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may recerve forgiveneſs of Sims, 
and an inheritance among ther? which are ſan{tified 
by Faith that is in me. 1 heſe words ſhew, - that 
until they were turned from darkneſs unto light 
and from the power of Satan unto God, ſoas 
Satan muſt wholly loſe his ruling power 1n the 
heart, before they could receive remiſſion & 
their {ins, as to be ſanctifted by Faith in Chrill 

efus, 

And St. Paul faith, Rom. 9. 30. What ſhall ne 
ſay then ? that the Gentiles which followed ut 
after righteouſneſs, have attained to righteouſneſt, 
eventhe righteouſneſs which 15 of Faith. That Is 
the firſt Churches being brought out of {in and 
daricnefs by z belief in the Goſpel, and a willing, 
neſs to yield their »bedience thereunto, thereby|,, 
they became juſtitied thro' the imputation off. 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs. For a Soul-faving Faitl;. . 
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which they colild not by theLaw ofMoles. 33 
is of a purifying quality, as knowing by the 
belief of the Goſpel, they are his Servants to 
whom they yield themſelves toobey, whether of 
fin unto death, oy of obedience unto Righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 6. 16. And alſo Saint Peter 1aith of the 
firſt Gentile Churches, that God purified their 
hearts by faith, As 15.9, For having a faith or 
belief in the Doctrine of the Goſpel they were 
therein commanded to be holy tn all manner of 
converſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 

And St Pal faith, Row. 9. 31. But Iſrael which 
followed after the Law of righteouſneſs, has not at- 
tained to the Law of righteouſneſs, wherefore be- 
eauſe they ſought it not by faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law : for they ſtumbled at that ftum- 
Wing ſtone. Now the Queſtion 15, what was the 
Law of righteouſneſs which Iſrael followed at- 
ter, and what was the works of the Law they 
truſted in? The Law of righteouſneſs,and works 
of the Law which they truſted in, was the - Ce- 
remonial Law, with the Tithing of Mint,Anife, 
and Cummin ; but they left the werghtier matters 
if the Law undone, as judgment, mercy, aud faith, 
Mat. 23.2 3,24, 25, 26, 27. For which their evil 
practices they were termed, 4 Generation of Y;- . 
pers, Mat 3. 7, 8,9. 

But whereas Chriſt faith of them, they had 
not Faith, was not only becauſe they believed 


& Jnot in him: butalſo becauſe they believed the 


word of God by halves, as to the threatnings,and 
mercy, which 1s contained inthe word z which 
5 the promiſe of Salvation to the obedient, and 
| Me. | likewiſe 


Ws 
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34 | Believers juſtified by Chriſe, *® 


likewiſe puniſhments to the diſobedient. But 


they,like us, believing the word of God by halves 
pertormed the lefler matters of the Law, .but 
lett the weightier undone; for which Chriſt was 
laid 1n Zion as a ſtumbling ſtone, ſo as they 
ſhould nor bcheve in him ; but this their difo- 
bedience was appointed them for their former 
rebejlion ; and the {troke feil upon their Chil 
dren that were alike partakers with them in int 
quity. 

Now the Faith that had been ſo long wanting 


in them, was that which Chriſt in a more par- 


ticuſar manner ſpake to:In that they believed the 
word of God by halves, isclear by the parable 
which he put forth concerning Lazarus and- the 
Fici Man,in his requeſt to Abrabam, that he would 


fend Lazarus to his Brethren to warn them, t Fr 


they might eſcape that piace of torment 3 
Abraham aid, They have Mofes and the prophets 
[et them hear tl -m 3 but he {till perſiſted Saying, 
If one went4o them | from the dead, they would repent. 
But Abraham ſaid, If they hear not Moſes and the 
Prophets meither w: {ll they be per ſuaded tho" onervoſe 
Fes. the dead, Luke 16. 27, &c- Whereby It 
clearly ſhews that they did not believeMoſes and 
the Prophets as they ſhould have done, oay 
have lived a holy lite. | 
Saint Peter ſaith cf Chriſt, Afs 10. 49. To 
him give ail the Prophets witneſs, that thro his 
Name whoſoever believeth in him , (ball receive 
remiſſion of fins. That is, fuch as believe n 


him according to the tenour of his Word, and[ 


Golſpg 
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JF which they could not by the Law of Moſes. 35 
Goſpel, in which he requires our obſerving to 
do whatſoever he commands us, Matth. 28. 2o. 
it | And upon the will's conſenting to theſe condi- 
is | tions, they received remiffion of fins. And 
y | whereas It 1s ſaid in the following verſe, While 
> | Peter ſpake theſe- words, the holy Ghoſt fell on all 
r | them which heard the word. Now thele that at 
L. Þ this time heard , the word on whom the Holy 
i- | Ghoſt thus ſuddenly fell were before prolelytes 
of the Gentiles,who truly fearedGod,6&e wrought 
g | righteouſneſs, as in ver. 34. and 35. But others 
| that believed, of the firſt Churches, which had 
e | before lived in fin, were to repent and be bap- 
tized, before they cou!d receive the Holy Ghoſt. 
Chap. V. 
Such as have Believed may afterwards fall a- 
way. 
AINT Peter faith, As 3. 19. Repent ye 
therefore and be converted, that your ſins may 
, | be blotted out, when the time of refreſhing ſhall come 
. | from the perſence of the Lord. By theſe words he 
? $4 ſheweth, that upon Repentance, and Reſigna- 
24 tion of themſelves to Chriſt, for him to have the 
( 
| 
) 


ruling power in the heart, at which time 1t 15, 
that ſuch receive the remiſſion of their ſins; Yet 
their fins, according to the text, are not blotted 
out, until the time of refreſhing thall comefrom 
the preſence of the Lord, So as if they again 
wilfully-yield to Sin, their former treſpaſſes wall 
again be required of them. T1 he like the Lord 
faith in the parable, concerning the Servant that 
ewed ten thouſand Talents, who Seſought his 
| C4 Lord 
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hoſe whic belieVec -may jak 11P 4 
Lord for Pardon, and his Lord forgave him the 
debt. But for the Cruel uſage of his Fellow- 
Servant,his Lord again required his former debt, 
for which he delivered him to the tormen- 
tors,for that det:t, which he had before forgiven 
him, Matth. 18.24, 26, 27, 30, 34. 

And the Lord ſaith, Ezck 33. 13, 14, 15. 
When I ſhall fayto the Righteous, that he ſhall ſure- 


ted he ſhall die for tt. 
wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die : if he turn from ts 
ſin, and do that whichis lawful and right, he ſhall 
ſurely live, he ſhall not die. Here we lee that the 


than he continues to do righteouſly. Neither 
is the threatned death to the wicked any longer 
than he continues to do wickedly. So likewite 
neither is the eternal life promiſed the believer 
of any longer continuance, than he perliſts be- 
lieving that Salvation 1s to be had according to 
the tenour of the Goſpel. In which Goſpel 1s 
required, our love and fincere obedience, Matth. 
Io. 37. Chr:ſt faith, He that loveth Father or Mo- 
ther more than me, 1s not worthy of me. And he 
. alſo faith, Mark 8. 34, 35. Whoſoever will come af- 
ter me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs, 
and follow me. For whoſoever will ſave his life 
ſhall loje st, but whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my 
fake and the Goſpel, the ſame ſhall ſave it. Where- 
by it clearlygſhews that we muſt part with the 


ly live: if he truſt to his own Righteonſneſs, and | 
commut miquity, all his righteouſneſs ſhall not be re- | 
membred, but for his wntquity that he hath commut- | 
Again, when I ſayto the | 


promiſe of life is no longer to the righteous man, | 


delights | 


2 
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Thoſe which have believed may fall « J5 
delights, advantages, and pleaſuresof this world, 
for Chriſt, as well as life it ſelf when call'd for. 
And Chriſt faith of ſome, that they receive the 
word with Joy, and for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away,Luke 8. 13. Where- 


| by the Lord fully declares, the promile is nolon- 


zer to the believer than he remains believing in 
him and his word : Wi;ch word requires our 


[practical obedience ; The whichit we perform, 


| Ithen are we his Diſciples 1ndeec. For not the 
 Jhearersof the Law arejuſt before God, but the 


| 


doers of the Law: ſhall be juſtihed, Rom. 2. 13. 
But the firſt Churches being in a particular 


Jmanner choſen and called, unto whom the holy. 


Ghoſt was given, whereby they generally ſtood, 


{tho' ſome fell away by making ſhipwrack of 
JFaith and a good Conſcience, 1 Tm. 1. 19. butto 
{the ſucceeding generations of the Gentile- 


Churches that came in by the call of the Goſpel, 
with the afliftance of the good motions of the 
pirit of God, of whom Chriſt faith, Many are 
called but few are choſen, becaule of their not im- 


| proving of their day of grace; which God had 


putinto their hands, Matth. 20. 16. 
Chap. VI. 
The Converſion of the Taylor. 
Oncerning the ]aylor, Acts 16. 30,31,32,3 3; 
when, after he was awakned by the Mira- 


Icle he ſaw,he then ſaid, Szrs, VVhat muſt 1 do to be 


ſaved ? And they ſaid, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe, And 


| they ſpake unto him the words of the Lorg, and to all 


l 
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that were in his houſe. The which words of the, 
Lord was that which he commanded his Diſci- 
ples to teach. Which was the condition upon | ' 
which Chriſt had offered Salvation, Mart. 28. 20, / 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I | at 
have commanded you, The which upon taeir wills | r/ 
conſenting to yield their love and obedienceyin a || k 
belief that Chriſt was able to ſave them, they | av 
were baptized. th 
And concerning Ph:l;p and the Eunuch, Ads Þ k# 

8. 35, 30, 37: Then Philip opened hrs mouth, and || th 
began at the ſame Scripture, and preached unto him || w 
TESUS. And as they went on their way, they came || ba 
to a certain water, and the Ennuch ſaid, See, hereis' || e« 
water, what doth hinder me to be baptized * Ad | v 
Philip /azd, If thou believeſt with all thine heavrt, || tc 
thou mayeſt ; and be anſwered and ſaid,: I believe || 8; 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. Now we are' || C 
to take notice, that this Man was one that truly || tl 
feared God; and in that he then believed that Þ 
Chriſt was the Son of- God, which he mo Þ| 6 
ſooner believed, but he knew that he muſt ren- | ti 
er to him the like obedience as he had done | n 
unto God : The which he believing, was bap- || v 
tized. And alſo the Text faith, that Phzlip || © 
[ 

( 


Preached to him Jeſus, and in ſo doing he 
taught him the conditions upon which Chriit 
had offered life and ſalvation, to which he muſt 
yield if he would become juſtified by him. 


Chap. 


Ee, \Hboliſhing the Ceremonial Law, the Toke taken off 
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the Neck of the Diſciples. 

Cts 15. 6, 7,8. And the Apoſiles and Elders 
came together for to conſider of this matter. 

ind when there had been much diſputing, Peter 
roſe up, and ſaid unto them, Men and Brethren, ye 
know how that a good while ago, God - made choice 
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth ſhould hear 
the word of the Goſpel, and believe. 4nd God,which 
knoweth the hearts, bare them witneſs, giving them 
the Holy Gho5t, even as he did unto) us, Now, 
whereas he faith, God, which knoweth the hearts, 
bare them witneſs, giving them the Holy Gho#t, 


even as he did unto us. That is, God bare them 


witneſs, that this belief in them, was according 
to the tenour of the Goſpel ; and therefore God 
zave to the firſt Gentile-Churches the Holy 
Ghoſt, as he did to the believing Jews. - And 
therefore he faith in the 9th verſe. And put no 
difference between us and them, purifying their 
hearts by Faith. Here we ſee, that by this Faith 
their hearts were purihed in their believing the 
mercy was not to be received, nor retained 
without a complying frame of ſpirit to the wall 
of God, in yielding their obedience to the Goſ- 
pel, which requires our love to God, and his 
Commands. 

Whereas he ſaith in verſe 10. Now therefore 
why tempt ye God, to put a Toke upon the neck of the 
Diſciples, which neither our Fathers nor we were 
able to beay * This Yoke which he here ſpeaks 
of, was Circumciſion,Sacritices,and often Waſh. 
ings, 


» 
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denſom, and not profitable ; for, they could ny 
ways make the comers thereunto perfect. But Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt begets a holy life : For in the 
believing that Chriſt is become the Author of 
eternal Salvation to all that obey him, Heb. 5. 9g, 
The belief of this, makes Faitha purifying Faith, 
But whereas. the Apoſtle ſaith, A&s 15. 11. But 
we believe that through the grace of onr Lord Teſs 
Chriſt we ſhall be ſaved, even as they. That 1s, the 
Believers of the Jews that were Circumciled, 
which had yielded their obedience unto Chriſt, 
did alike believe, that through the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſhould be ſaved, evenas 
the Believers of the Gentiles that had embraced 
the Faith, in yielding their conſent to be obe- 
dient to the Goſpel. For, as the Believers of 
the Gentiles were ſaved through the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without Circumciſion, 
and the Ceremonial Law : So the Believers of 
the Jews, did alſo believe that they might be 
ſaved without them,as well as the Gentiles. But 
as for the Moral Law, we are as much obliged 
to keep it, as ever Iſrael was, Kom. 2. 13, For, 
not the hearers of the Law are juſt before God, but 
the doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified. By theſe 
words , Saint Paul declares, that the Moral 
Law was in as full force as ever it was. But as 
for the Ceremonial Law, which afterwards was 
termed the Law of Moſes, about which was 
this Contention, it being then to be aboliſhed. 


his 1s further treated of, As 21.21. They are 
informed 


ings, and Purifications, which were very bur. 


— 


-—— 


=, = 


—_ —_—- = R—_ - wp ww mum op Dd CS 


—— we 


| informed of thee, that thou teacheſt all the Tews 
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which are among the Gentiles, to forſake Moles, ſay- 
ing, that they ought not to C:ircumciſe their Children, 
neither to walk after their Cuſtoms. And fo in 
o. 23,24. of the ſame chapter, it is to the like 

effect. 

Chap. VIII. 

Of things ſtrangled and Blood, 
OV as to the things forbidden in the 
Ceremonial Law, which we are ſtill to 
refrain, he ſingles out, and writes concerning 
them, Ats 15. 28, 29. For it ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghoſt, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than theſe neceſſary things, that ye abſtain 
from Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, and 
from things ſtrangled, acd from Fornication. Theſe 
things not being forbidden in the Moral Law, 
it was thought good by the Holy Ghoit, and by 
them, to leave a Command, that thoſe things 
ſhould till be refrained. But as for the Do- 
arine of the Goſpel, in which is included the 
Moral Law, the Apoſtles. had before well in- 
ſtructed the Church in. In which Goſpel,there 
is required obedience to all God's Commands 
and Precepts, with a Promiſe of the Everlaſting 
inheritance to them that obey, Rev. 2. 10. This: 
their Faith 1n believing the Promiſe,carried them 
out into all good works, even to ſuffering, and; 
to death. 'Y 


Chap. 
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Chap. IX. 

What is required of a Chriſtian to be a Chriſtian in- 
deed, ſhewing that he 1s alſo obliged to keep the 
Moral Law. 

by AINT Paul exhorteth Timothy, To fight 

\ IJ the good fight of Faith, 1 Tim. 6. 12. In 

which Faith we ſee there 1s included a Battle to 

be fought. And St. Paul faith, The World was 

erncrfied to him, and he to the W orld, Gaty6. 14. 

And that he that is in Ghriſt muſt become a new 

Greature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Rom. 12. x, 2. And, That 

ye preſent your bodres a living Sacrifice, boly, ace 

ceptable unto God, which is yoar reaſonable ſervice. 

And be not conf wmed to this World ; but be ye tranf- 

formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable,and perfett 
will of God, And in Epheſ. 4. 22,23,24. That ye 

pt off, concerning the former converſation, the old 
pats which i5 corrupt, according to the decertful 
luſts : And be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind : 

And that ye put on the new man, which after God 

z5 created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Where- 


fore putting away Ding, ſpeak every man truth to by. 


neighbour, Gal. 6. 7,8, 9. Be not decetued, God is 
not mocked : for whatſoever a man loweth, that 
ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to the fleſh, 
ſhall of the ſleſh re 4p corruption 5 but he that ſoweth 


zo the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. 


Let us not be weary 1n well-doing ; for in due ſea- 
fon, we ſhall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore opportunity , let us do good unto all , eſpe- 
cially unto them who are of the houſhold of Paith 
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Gal.5.22,2 3,24, The fruits of the Spirit 1s love, joy, - 
peace, long-ſuſfering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meekneſs, temperance; againſt ſuch there is - no 
Law. And they that are in Chriſt, have crucified 
the fleſh, with the afſettions and luſts, Now, tho' 
there was no Law to condemn fuch ; yet there 
was the Law of God to guide them. And of 
ſuch as. theſe the Apoſtle ſpake, when he faid, 
They were not under the Law, bit under Grace: The 
lik2 he faith, Gal. 5.i8. But if ye be led by the 
S 1rit, ye are not under the Law. That 1s, not 
under the condemning power of the Law, For 
ſuch as be led by the Spirit, yield their {tncere 
obedience to the Moral Law. Accordingly he 
faith, Rom. 2, 13. For not the hearers of the Law 
are juſt before God, but the doers of the Law ſball © 
be juſtified, And alfo 1 Gor. 7. 19. Gircumciſzon 
s nothing, and Hncircumciſion 1s nothing, but the 
keeping the Commands of God, And St. Fohn 
lairh, chap. 5.3. For this 1s the love of God, that 
we keep his Commandments ; and his Commandments 
are not grievous. And Chriſt faith, Mattv.1g.17. 


| /f thou wilt enter into life, keep the Commangments. 


And alfo in John 14.15. If ye love me, keep my 
Commandments. By all this, we ſee, we are as 
much obliged to keep the Moral Law, as ever 
Iſrael was. But, whereas the Apoſtle faith, By 
the deeds of the Law, there (hall no fleſh be juſtified 
im his ſight ; for by the Law is the knowleage of 
ſen. That is, by the Law we are all ſenſible that 
we do not live up to it, as thereby to become 
juftihed by it ; and therefore, by it, all have 
knowledge 


44 What is required of aChriflian 
knowledge that they fin; for none can live up 
to that perfection, as to become juſtifhed by it, 
without the merits of Chriſt. But when 1/rael 
did walk blameleſly in it, according to the ca- Þ. 
pacity in which God had put them, the Righte- Þ 
. ouſneſs of Chriſt was imputed: for their Juſtif- 
cation. And of Zechariah and Elizabeth it is 
faid, Luke 1. 6. They were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the Commands and Ordinances 
of the Lord blanicleſs. So, if we render our fin- Þ | 
cere obedience to all God's Commands and Pre-'|” 
cepts, we may then look to Chriſt with bold- FP, 
neſs for our Juſtification. For,tho' the Churches J, 
that firſt truſted 1n Chriſt were iaved without J, 
the deeds of the Law, or viſible works of Righ- I ,, 
teouſneſs, yet, not without an inward work, Þ p 
which was in the change of their wills and 
affections, as being the foundatien to all good 
works, which afterward they accordingly walk- Þ ,, 
ed in, all that remained ſtedfaſt 1n the Faith, F 
Andalfo the Apoſtle Paul gives charge that they Þ,, 
ſhould be rich im good works, 1 Tim. 6. 18, 1g, 
That they do good, that they be rich in good works, | 
ready to dijiribute, willing to communicate, laying up 
in flore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, tat they may lay hold on eternat || p 
life. By theſe words, he fully dec!areth, that 
good works are a foundation for us to build | 
our hopes of Salvation upon, as well as the me- 
Tits of Chriſt ; for it 1s a conditional Covenant, 
And alſo from theſe words of the Apoſtle, wez 
are to take notice, there 1s another time" to 
COme 
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come before Eternity, in which the Saints will . 
be bleſſed. And he faith, Heb. 11. 6. Without 
faith it 1s impoſſible to pleaſe him : for he that 
cometh to God, muſt believe that he 1s, and that he 
s 4 rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. This 
is the Faith that ſtirs us up to all good works, 
whereby we come 1n as Heirs to the promiſed 
mercy. For Chriſt 1 the Author of eternal Salva- 
ton to all them that obey him, Heb. 5.9. Who will 
render to every man according to his deeds. To them 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
glory, honour, 4mmortality, eternal life. But unto 
them that are contentious, and do not obey the Truth, 
but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath , tri- 
bulatzon and angusſh upon every Soul of man that 
doth evil, of the Few firs, and alſo of the Gentile, 
But, glory, honour and peace, to every man that 
worketh good, to the Few firſt, and alſo to the Gen- 
tile, Rom. 2. 6, 7,8, 9, 10. For we muſt all appear 
before the Judgment -Seat of Chriit, that every one 
may recerve the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or had, 2. Cor. 
5. 10. For not the hearers of the Law are juſt before 
God, but tbe doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified, Rom. 
2. 13. And God hath ingaged himſelf by his 
promiſe, to be the rewarder of good works, 
Prov. 19. 17. Matth. 10. 39, 40, 41, 42. Matth. 
5. 7. The merciful ſhall obtain mercy. And the 
Lord ſaith, Rev. 22. 12. Behold, I come quickly, 
an1 my reward 1s with me, to give to every man ac- 
cording as h1s work ſhall be. 'l herefore, upon the 
promiſe of God, St. Paul faith, God 5s not anrigh. 
Feou 
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teous, to forget your work and labour of love, which 
ye have ſhewed towards his Name, in that ye have 
miniztred to the Saints, aud do miniſter, Heb. 6.0; 
And whereas the Apoſtle faith, If he bad all 
Faith, i Cor. 13. 23. That 15, Faith in God, and 
in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, with a belief alſo, 
that good works are required ; and he knowing 
God. And therefore, if he did them not in love 
to God, and love to his Neighbour, it would 
profit him nothing ; for it 1s we have turned 
this Word into Charity, which in the Original 
is Love. But this he ſpeaks, to ſhew, that God 
requires our Love in all our actions. And ac- 
cordingly he faith, It 7s a faith that worketh by 
love, which ts required, Gal. 5. 6. And there 1sno 
ſuch obedience as that wherein the heart 1s con- 
cerned. But as for them that know not God,and 
therefore love him not, they ſhall alſo be judged 
according to their works, So the Believers will 
be judged according to the r actions, done with 
their afic&tio:s, For it is not only our believ- 
ing in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for our juſtt* 
fication will ſtand us in ſtead, but how we have 
believed in Chriſt as to obey the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, which will make us blefled in that day. 
Whereby we ſee, that tho' the Gentiles were at | 
firſt called in, and juſtified by his grace, yet af- I 
terwardsall that were not immediately after 
their Converſion taken away by death, were t0 
be judged according to their deeds done in the 
body from the time of Converſion. For Saint 
Peter faith to the Church, If ye call ou the r_—_ 

| who 


| who without reſpebt of perſons judgeth according ok 
ſever y man's work., paſs the trme of your ſojourning 


here in fear, 1 Pet. 1. 17. That 1s, the Believes 
will be judged according to their deeds, from 
the time they were brought mto the true know- 
edge of God ; and others, how they have im- 
proved their day and ſeaſon of grace,in refrain- 
ing that which is evil, and in ordering their 
converſation according to the Goſpel. So all will 
he judged according to their deeds done in their 
body, whether they have been good or evil : 
for, though we can do nothing of our ſelves 
without God's aſſiſtance; yet ir is required of us 
o improve the advantages and ſeaſons of grace 
which he. giveth us, and to take to the Way and 
Rule that he hath ſet before us, 1n which way 
he hath promiſed his affiſtance ; and it is ſuch 
will be bleſſed, 
Chap. IX, 

What we ought to fear, and what we ought not 

to fear. 
oe v.12, Theſe are ſpots in your Feaſts of Cha- 

rity, when they feaſt with you, feeding them- 
Ives without fear, Glouds they are without water : 
Ihat is, for any to feed themſelves without fear, 
the Apoſtle terms them Clouds without water. But 
for Believers to be timerouſly fearful of them- 
elves, becauſe of their own weakneſs leſt they 
nould offend 3 that fear is pleaſing in the ſight 
if God, becauſe it keeps them mn a diligent 
atchfulneſs. And were there not great cauſe 
t fear, the Apoſtle would not have ſo fore- 
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warned the An of fg 6 Lion,that walks. 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet.s. $, _ 
of ſuch as fear, it is ſaid, The Lord will deliver 
| them. who through fear of death, were all their life- 
| time ſubject to bondage, Heb. 2. 15. Here we ſee 
there is comfort for them that fo fear. But as 
for ſuch as are mi'truſttully fearful of the faith- 
fulneſ. and power of God, that he will not per 
form his promiſe according to his word, and 
theretore they will not venture the loſs of the 
deligh's and advantages of this World, ſo as to { 
obey his Commands and Precepts ; of ſuch fear-f , 
ful and unbelieving it ts of whom the Lord faith, | 
They ſball have their part in the Lake which burs-| ( 
eth with fire and brimſtone, Rev. 21. 8. Therefore i; 
St. Paul iaith to the Saints, Heb. 10.35. Caſt wth 1 
away therefore your confidence, which hath greatre-J 1 
compence of rew-rd. That 1s, confidence in* thef 
power and faithfuineſs of God ; for as we be ( 
lieve that God 1s, ſo we muſt helm that he 1s the] gd; 
re: m——__ of them that guligently ſeek him, Heb. 11. 
v. 6. And that the Crown-of Life, according to 
hs y omilſe of the Lord, will be given to them 
that continue fartbful to the death, Rev. 2. 10. 
[herefore St. Parl faith, For ye have need of pd- 
tience, that after ye have done the wil of God, 
might vecerve the promiſe, Heb. 10. 36, For, ws 
ſvever doeth the will of God, comes in as Heirs 
to the promiſe. And accordingly St, Paul faith 
x Cor. 0426 Itherefore ſo run, not as uncertainty: 
fo fight I, not as one that beateth the Air. This 
being the Apoſtle's faith, his confidence in 16 
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<-rhfulneſs J che; promiſer, which! nade him © © 
thus run and fight; for, in fo doing, he knew | 
that he was not at an uncertainty. And this 1s 
the faith or belief which 1s to th& ſaving of the 
Soul, For verily there 1s 4 reward for. the righteous, © 
Pſal. 58, 11. For God doth-never juſtitie the un- 
godly by the imputation of the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, but when they turn from fin untoGod;z 
for God will no otherwiſe clear the guilty. 

1 Fohn 4. 18. He faith, Perfeet love caſteth out 
fear. That is, Where perfect love 1s, it caſteth 
out all ſlaviſh fear, but not a filial Child-hike 
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tian, can be thus aſſured they are made perfect * 
in love, and thoſe that are ſo, are not thereby 
aſlured that their love will fo remain. For the 
Lord faith of the Church of Epheſus 5 That ſhe 
was fallen from her firſt love ; for which ſhe was 
threatned to be removed out of his favour,if ſhe 

did not repent and do her firſt works, Rev. 2.45: 

Chap: X. 
Chriſt the Author of Faith. 

EB. 12. 2. Lookeng. unto Jeſus the Author 
and finiſher of Knth, For, had not God 
promiſed Chriſt, and by him everlaſting 
Life to all them that ſhould keep his Covenant, 
there had been no ground for Faith, or hope of - 
I Salvation : 1 herefore, of this Faith Chriſt 1s the 
Author ; the which faith or hope; cauſed all 
1 thoſe Worthies of old to undergo all thoſe dif- 
hiculties mentioned in the foregoing chapter 5 
| which are 45 4 Gloud of Witneſſes ro incourage us 
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our {+-1ves, in obedience to him, Chriſt will then 
compleatty finifh our faith, in giving the Crown 
of Lite to them who have continued fazthful to 
the death. {LS 
| Chap. XI. 
What it 1s to be: born of God, and to overcorhe the 
World, | 

3 FOHN 5. 1. Whoſcever believeth that Feſus is 

the Chrift, ts born of God : and every one that 
loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is be- 
gotten of hm. Now we muſt always look to the 
words that go before, and to thoſe that follow 
after, if we would come to a right underſtand- 
ing of the word, For in that he ſaith, They 
that love God, they likewiſe love Chriſt thats 
begotten of him, or elſe they cannot be born of 
God : For if they, or we, are not by our be- 
lieving that Chriſt is the'Son of God, brought 
off from the delights of this World, we cannot 
be born of God : For it is ſuch a belief »1n us, 
that Chriſt is the Son of God, which draws out 
our heart to love and obey him as God y or elle 
our belief in him is not ſuch as makes us to be 
born of God. Therefore lie faith in werſe 2. 
By this we know that we love the Children of God, 
when we love God & keep hisCommandments.For by 


the Commandments of God, we are commanded 
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to ſuffer, and to follow the Lord Jeſus thro' all 
difficulties. Who, for the joy that was ſet before' 
him, endured the Croſs ' deſpiſing the ſhame, and-'i 
ſet own at the right hand of the Throne of God, 
ch. 12.v. 2. The which, if we accordingly deny 


aMhd «@ te ff << GC. ew w. —.. ao. <a 


Oo = yy man py Fax my, as 


-@ = 4 © &. & * 


FAN C 3 P 77, ” : __ mW 


| "RG Ul Te. $790; AER. JF > 
to love the Children of God; and by Keeping the _ _ 
commands of God, . it is we know that we love * ** 
God;therefore the Apoſtle ſaith in v.;. This rs the 
love of God, that we keep his Commandments; and 
his Commandments are not grievous, By Which 
we ſee, our love to God and Uhriſt, 1s in keep- 
ing their Commands. And he faith in verſe 4. 
For whatſoever 1s born of God overcometh the World : 
and this is the wittory that overcometh the World, 
even our faith. 

What meaneth the Apoſtle here, 1n faying, 
that by faith they overcame the World : He 
meaneth all the vain, flethly, and covetous de- 
lires of any thing relating to the World, which 
by their faith they overcam?s, Which faith, 
ſet them on work, looking tor the reward pro- 
miſed, which is the Crawn: of Life. But not- 
withſtanding, ſome have again been overcome 
by the World, and fo' made ſhipwrack of faith 
and 2 good conſcience, 1 Tim. 1. 19. and others, 
as1n 2 Pet. 2. 18, 19. They allure thro' the Juſt 
of the fleſh, thro much wantonneſs, thoſe that | 
were clean eſcaped from them, who hive in erroxr : 
While they promiſe them liberty, they themſelves are 
the ſervants of corruption: fer of whom a man 1s 
overcom”, of the ſame 1s he brought in bondage. 

By which nothing can be more plain, than 
that thoſethat have had the New Birth wrought . >. 
in them, and have overcome the World, may ©? 
again be overcome by the World, and brought 
into bondage, and fo the latter end is worſe with 
them than the beginning, as 11 ver. 20,31, Now 
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e2 What it is to be born of God, 8c. © 
- the man that is born of God, is bronght' of 
from the World, and whilſt he ſo continues 
new-born, or brought off from the World, he 
ſnneth not, becauſe he doth not wilfully commit 
{in. For the fins that are not wilfully committed, 
will not be imputed, for Chriſt remains their 
Advocate, | 

John 5. 16. If any man ſee his Brother ſin a ſin 
which 1s not unto death, he ſhall ak, and he fkall 
give him life for them that ſin not unto death. Now, 
w:re there none but thoſe that were fſo*abſo- 
lutely choſen of God, that they could not fall 
away, it could not then be fo properly ſaid of 
them, that prayers ſhould give them :1fe, that 
never were in danger of death. And ſo, on the 
contrary, if others by the determinate Counſel 
of God, were left under a neceſſity of damnation, 
then prayers for ſuch would be altogether un- 
available, it being impoſſible that the offender 
ſhould receive life by them ; neither would the 


Apoſtle have given orders for them to have FJ 


been ſo prayed tor. 

Chap. XII. 

How 1 1s that he that 1s born of God ſinneth not, 
and heepeth himſelf that the evil one tonchetb 
him not. 

H E Apoſtle faith, x John c. 5. v.18. We 
know, that whoſoever 1s born of God ſruneth 

not ; but be that 1s begotten of God keepeth himſelf, 
4nd the wicked one toucheth him not. Theſe words 
admit of a two-fold meaning: Firſt, That there 
was a remnant of Iſrael ſo ſecured in ho as 
they 
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have a reference to all that that are Ron of 
God, ſo as to be brought off from the ways of 
fin : And whilſt they are thus born, or brought * 
off from fin, ſo as to maintain a continual come - 
bat with the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil : 
Such an one then cannot wilfully commit {in, 
becauſe their wills. and inclinations are fet 
againſt fin : And,if they in their wills and incli- 
nations remain thus ſtedfaſt, it keeps them in a 
continual reſiſtance, ſo as the evil one cannot. 
touch them. Now we are to take notice, that 
by their improviug their ſeaſon' of grace, or the 
1alents which God had given them; the Apoſtle 
faith, They kept themſelves, ſo as the euil one 
toucheth them not. For they which had the . ve 
Talents, were to 1mprove them, as well as they 
which had the two, and one. But whotoever 
is again brought off from the ways of God, to 
the World, as to yield themſelves again ſervants 


to (in, the grace of God was by them received © 


in vain. Rom. 6. 16. Know ye not, that to whom 
ze yield your ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of ſin unto death, or 
of obedience unto righteouſneſs. And St. 7ohn ſaith; 
chap. 2.V 3,4. And hereby we do know that we 
know him, if we keep his Commandments. He that 
ſaith, I know him, and keepeth not his Command- 
meuts, 4 4 lyar, and the truth 1s not in him. This 
1s ſo plain, that it needsno explanation, toſhew, 
that it 1s the practical knowledge of God that 


ls required. 
D 4 Chap. 


| The meaning of being born again explained. 


OHN 3. 1, 2,3. There was a man of the Pha- 
riſees, named Nicodemus,a &uler of the Jews : 

the ſame came to Jeſus by night, and ſaid unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a Teacher come 
from God + for no man can do theſe Miracles that 
thou doeſt, except God be with him, Feſus anſwered 
and ſaid unto htm, Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, 
except a man be boyn again, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God, This the Lord faid to a man that 
was a Phariſee, and a Ruler in Iſrael; and to a 
man that had a defire after the knowledge of 
the Lord ; but was aſhamed to come to him in 
the {ight of the World; and ſo came to Jeſus 
by night : and therefore the Lord ſaid unto him, 
as in the foregoing words ; in which the Lord 
had only his reference to ſuch as were aſhamed 
to own him before men, and ſuch as live after 
the fleſh Now, Mrcodemus wondering at the 
anſwer of the Lord, in verſe 4. ſaid unto him; 
How can a man be born when he us old ? can he en- 
ter the ſecond time into his Mothers womb and be 
born ? wer.5, 6. Jeſus anſwered, Per:ily, verily, I 
fay unto thee, except a man be born of Water, and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter imto the K5ngdom of 
God. That which i born of the fleſh, 1s fleſh; and 
that which #s born of the ſpirit, us ſpirit. Theſe 
words of the Lord here, has no reference to 
Children, as to their thus being born again, nor 
to thoſe perſons that have always lived in a ho- 
jy in and upright converſation, For, firſt, the 
- ES f © 4 6 Believers 
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Believers Children are in Covenant, and-if. 
they die in their Infancy, are accepted in and 
thro' Chriſt. And John Baptiſi was moved by 
the Spirit of God wfth joy in his Mothers womb, 
upon the ſalutation af the bleſſed Virgin. And 
Chriſt ſaith, Suffer little Children to come anto 
me, and forbid them not ; for of ſuch is the King- 
dom of God, Mark 10. 14. Therefore what 1s 
here tpoken by the 1 ord, of being born after the 
fleſh, hath not its reference to the natural birth. 
But as the Lord had a figurative meaning, in 
faying, they muſt be born after the Spirit, , or 
they cannot enter into the Kingdom of God, So 
the Lord hath here a figurative meaning, as to 
theſe here ſpoken of, which are born of the 
fleſh : That 1s, thoſe that embraced the deſires of 
the fleſh, and the world, and thereby begotten 
or born of it, from which they muſt be again 
new born, that is, brought off by forſaking that, 
which before they delighted in, and their wills 
and affections brought into a complying frame 
to the Spirit of God, or they cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God. 

John 3. 8. The Lord faith, The Wind bloweth 
where it lifleth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 
but thou canſi not tell whence it 'cometh, and whi- 
they it goeth : ſo 1s every one that is born of the 
$p:rit. By theſe words the. Lord doth ſeem to 
have a reference in the firſt place to them that 
were in a peculiar manner choſen and appoint- 
ed to partake'of the Holy Ghoſt; and alſo theſe 
words have a reference in general toall to a 
| | 7 tne 
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Of being in the- Faith, 
the Word of the Goſpel! ſhould come, accomps. 
Nied with the good motions of the Spirit of God, 
as thereby to be brought off from {in. And alfo 
it did fignifie, the Lord's then withdrawing his 
Spirit from Iſrael, the which was for their fin- 
fulneſs; for which cauſe alſo it was, the'twice 
fallen Children of Ham, became more eſtranged 
from God. And tho' the Spirit, compared to the 
Wind, bloweth where it liſteth ; yet the Spirit 
liſteth not to blow on them by whom it 1s grie- 
ved. Therefore it is ſaid, grieve not the holy 
Spirit of God, Ephel, 4. 30. Accordingly it is 
faid concerning ihem that were ſanctifhed ; That 
zf they did ſin wilfully, they then did deſpight to the 
Spirit of grace, and to ſuch, the Lord will recom- 
pence vengeance, Heb. io. 26, 2y, 30. For tho 
the Diſciples, or ſtanding Witneſſes, could not 
be enſnarted, nor drawn off by the Devil ; yet 
the others of the firſt Churches did not fo ſe 
curely ſtand. 


S— * 


Chap. XIV. 
Of being inthe Faith, or turning Reprobate. 


\AInt Paul faith, 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examime you 
ſelves, whether ye be in the faith, prove you 
ſelves; know ye not your own ſelves, how that Jeſw 
Chriſt is in you, except ye be Reprobates? Now 
the Apoſtle's time there was a twofold way 
Chriſt's being in the Churches ; for Chriſt ſaid 
to his Diſciples, The Sprrit that dwelleth with yo 
ſhall be 1n you, John 14. 17. becauſe, unto them 


was given the Holy Ghoſt to be intthem, which 
after ward 
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afterward alſo was but with the Churches. Bat 
Chriſt in every true Believer, muſt be fo in 
lo] them,as to have the ruling-power in their hearts 
Wy and affeftions, in that their wills muſt be 
t | brought into ſubje&tion unto Chriſt, by a com- 
&} plying frame of ſpirit to his will, And thus 
ed] ( hriſt dwells in every true Believer : For, who- 
bef focver is in Chriſt, in them is required a mind 
My aprecable to the will of Chriſt, that he thereby 
Ef may rule in the heart. Now the Cormthians 
oh having embraced the faith, in yielding their 
5} conſent to be obedient unto Chriſt, and kad al- 
at | {9 received the Spirit ; of whom St. Paul after- 
It ward heard of their diſorderly walking ; the; 
MJ fore he writes to them to examine themſelves 
vw | whether they were 1n the faith, and to prove 
Wy themſelves, whether Chriſt were ſill thus in 
them, or not; for if Chriſt were not thus in 
ſe them, then they had rebelled from their ſub- 
jection unto him, and thereby grieved the Spt- 
rit of God, and ſo become Reprobates: But 
thoſe that had never yielded their obedience to 
God, or Chriſt, cannet properly be ſaid to be 
Rebels, or Reprobates, becauſe they did never 
own themſelves as ſervants to them ; but did all 
Ju along yield themſelves ſervants to fin, for which 
they ſhal! receive their puniſhment, tho' not as 
| Rebels or Reprobates. But Iſrael, whom God 
had taken into Covenant with himſelf, they 
likewiſe were termed Reprobates for their wil- 
ful diſobediencez for which they were rejected 
of God, Fer. 6. 28, 30. They are all grievous 
revolters, 
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” <8 Of being in the Fairh&cc.  Nf 
” revolters, walking with flanders : they are Braſs and. 
tron: they are all corrupters. Reprobate Silver ſhall 
men call them, becauſe the Lord hath rejefted them, 
Now, tho' the Lord faith, 7he Sprrit, Iike the 
Wind, bloweth where it liſteth, but it liſteth not to 
blow on them by whom' it is grieved ; and 
therefore Iſrael was rejected, Now ſome of 


them of Corinth were fallen into great iniquity, 
and alſo had ſpoken evil of St. Paul, and fome 
other Diſciples. Therefore he faith in verſe 6. 
But I truft that ye ſhall know that we are not Repro- 
bates. As much as to ſay, ye ſhall know that we 
have not rebelled from oup-preat Maſter, and 
zlitrefore not Reprobates. For it 1s ſaid, Every 
one is his ſervant ; 7o whom they yield themſelves 
zo obey,his ſervants they are to whom they obey,whe- 
ther of ſin unto death, or of obeatence unto righte- 
onſneſs, Rom. 6. 16. 
Chap. XV. 
The Everlaſting Life that is now given the Be- 
lever, explained. 
OHM 6. 47. Chriſt faith, He that beheveth in 
me, hath everlaſting life. Now we have mil- 
appzehended the words of Chriſt; for the ever- 
laſting life that is now given the Believer, 1s 00 


otherwiſe given, except to the ſtanding Witnels, 
than it was to Adam and Eve 1n Paradice. For, 


when fin in the Soul is pardoned, the will 
changed, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs imputed ; then 
It is the everlaſting life Joſt by Adam again takes 
place ; of which everlaſting lite, nothing. can 


again diſinherit them, but wilful and preſump 
tuouſly 
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parting from the ways of God : Therefore - 


Chriſt ſaith, Rev.3.2,z. Be watchful,and Fool 
the things which remain that are ready to ares, fi 


] have not found thy works perfet+# before God, If © 


therefore thou'* wilt not watch, 1 will come upon: thee 
4 4 Thief, and thou ſbalt not know what hour I will 
come apon thee. And likewrſe' St. Paul cautions 
the C hurch of Cor:uth; fearing leſt the Serpent 
_— beguile them, as he beguiled Eve;: 2 Gor: - 
1. 3. For if Ad:m and Eve had never finned; 

they had never died. Now the Churches thiis 
ſtanding, were to take heed left they ſhouldfall; 
and ro fight. to keep their ground, thereby to 
make” their Calling and - Election ſure, 2. : Pet. 
6, I. V..40. > 

And St. Paul faith, Phzl. 2. 12, 12. It is God 
that worketh in them both to will and to do accord- 
ing to his own good pleaſure. That 1s, it was fo 
tar the good will and pleaſure of God, to reſtore 
them, and renew them by his Spirit, and to put 
them into a capacity of ſincere obedience z 1n 
which capacity they were to uſe their utmoſt 
diligence to work out therr ſalvation with fear and 
trembling. So likewiſe are we to do the ſame 
allo: For thoſe that received the Talents, 
were to improve that which was given them ; 
and he that did not according to his ability im- 
prove that which he had received, was there- 
tore condemned, Matth, 25. 15. 
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i 4 Believer uot coming into Condemnation xplane d, 


NHriſt faith, Fohn 5. 24. He that bearitha = 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath 
everlaſting life, and fhall not come into condemnias 
#i0n ; but 45. paſſed: from death unto life. - Theſe | & 
words of the Lord may admit. of a two-fold | in 
meaning : That is, whilſt the Believer continues | 1 
believing, that Saivation is to be had, according | B 
. to the promiſe of the Lord in the Goſpel, in the || 6 
way of ' their love and obedience. Whilſt he I 
thus Lelieveth, he ſhall never- come into cons || at 
demnation. But this which the Lord here faith, | tc 
hath its peculiar reference to his ſecond Come | t! 
ing.at which time-he cometh to judge the world; | 
and reſtore all things, as in verſe 22. The || fc 
Judgment 1s then committed unto Chriſt, at 
which time, as in verſe 23. All men ſhall honoks U 
the Son, as they honour the Father. The which; ne. } |! 
ver yet hath been done: for the generality of the } 
Jews hitherto, have not honoured the Son; 88 | f- 
they honour the Father. Neither by the | / 
Turks 1s the Son honoured as the Father, Þ 7 
Therefore, this the Lord ſpake for the time || > 
when he again ſhall come + That whoſoever. he | Þ 
ſhall then find a true practical Believer, ſhall not Þ " 
come into condemnation tl 
For then the everlaſting life that is now given | Þ 
the Believer, will be ſecured to their perſons | © 
0 
x 
[ 


for at that time they will be put into a capacity 
never-more to offend : For not only the raiſed 


Saints, but the living Believer will then receive 
the. 
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F the Crown of Life. | For when the Lord again * 
{ cometh, -the © rown of Righteouſneſs is given. 
to all that love his appearing,. 2 T:m..4., 8. . For -. 
when an inherent perfect Rightequſnels is giveny 
and the continuance of it ſecured to us, bythe 
eſtabliſhing of the now-promiſcd, new, everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, then 1s Lite crowned. to the Soul, 
This is the Covenant of Promilſe,which now-the 
Believers with 1/rael. are but Heirs to. And if ye 
be Chriſt's.then are yeAbraham's ſeedzand Heirs ac= 
cording to thePromiſe,Gal, z.29.but when the Lord 
again comes,his other Sheep will be brought in- * 
to that Fold,with them that do ſecurely ſtand.For 
the Lord ſaith, At that time when there ts one Fold, 
there ſhall be but one Shepherd, John. 10,16. Theres 
| fore this will not be till the Lord again comes... - 
But we, taking all the Promiſes as relating, to 
| us, and the preſent time, has occaſioned our fal- 
© ling into great miſtakes, For, whereas the Lord ® 
| faid to his Diſciples, Matth. 17. 20. If ye have 
; | faith as a gram of Muſtard-ſeed, ye ſhall ſay to this 
| Mountain, Remove hence to youder place,aud it ſhall 
| remove, and nothing ſhall be unpoſſible unto you. 
- | Now, tho' at that time the Diſciples faith was 
| but weak, yet afterwards, according to the pro 
| miſe of the Lord, they did greater Miracles,than © * 
that of removing Mountains ; but this promiſe 
| belongs no more to us, than that, of fitting up- 
, | on twelve Thrones, judging the twelve. Tribes 
| of Iſfradl. But, as much as we can do the-Mt- 
| | racles, ſo much the Promiſe belongs to us. 
| Likewiſe the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Gentiles 
4 which 
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- G2 APBeliever not coming into Condenmation. 
which had received the Holy Ghoſt, t Cor. x 
©. 2, 3. le know that ye were Gentiles, carried away 
unto theſe dumb Idols, even as you were led. Where. 
fore I give you to underſtand, that no man ſpeakin 
by the Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus accurſed : an 
that no man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Now he ſpake this of thoſe that 
were convinced by the Holy Ghoſt, that Chriſt 
was the Son of God. For the others that were 
not then thus convinced, would not own him, 
But now all the Chrii!ians have learned by rote, 
to ſay that Chriſt is the Son of God, without 
the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Now the perſons of the firſt Churches were 
ina more particular manner choſen to be Heirs 
to the promifed everlaſting Covenant, becauſe 
unto them was given the Holy Ghoſt, as the 
earneſt of their Inheritance, fo as they muſt wil- 
fully difinherit themſelves, if they miſt of .the 
promiſed blefledneſs ; but to the ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations of the Gentile Churches, to them the 
Promiſes belonged, as they before did to Iſrael. 
And tho' they were not given the Holy Spirit 
to be in them, as he was in the firſt Churches, 
but to be with them, as he was with Iſrael; yet 
none can come in as Heirs to the promiſed Mer- 
cy, without bringing their wills and affections 
into ſubje&ion unto Chriſt ; for he muſt be ſo 
in them, as to have the ruling-power 1n the 
heart ; for he that hath not the Spirit of Chriſt # 
none. of his, Rom. 8. 9. That is, ſoas to have their 


minds brought into ſubjetion to the will of 
Chriſt, 


EC + 
. 

3 bY 
. 


—— 


ws > Aa JG Vu. <5 


—_ 


A Bell vor Jot coming i mto 'Condenmatio W; 3 Y 


Chriſt. Therefore St. Paul faith, Roms. $. 13, 14. 
For if ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but if ye 
thro' the ſpirit do mortifie the Jed) of the body, ye 
ſhall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the Sons of God. T hat is, whoſoever 
will not be led by the Spirit of- God, to obey the 
revealed Wiil of God, are not the Sons of God. 
Therefore St. Paul, when he related who they 
were, that were 1n Covenant, he there declares, 
it 15 the Believer that 1s 1n Covenant, and there- 
fore faith ; If one of the Parents be a Believer ghen 
ire the Children holy, z Cor 7. 14. Whereby we 
ſee, all that come in as Heirs to the Cov enant, 
are included as Believers. And the Believer 1s 
no longer a Believer, than he believes Salvation 
is to be had according to the tenour of the Gol- 
pel. But when the Everlaſting Covenant is eſta- 
bliſht with Abraham and his Seed together, the 
which will be at the Reſurre&ion of the Juſt, 
which 1s at the reſtitution of all things ; then it 
js, that God will never turn away from them; . 
neither ſhall they then any more depart from 
him. 

Per. 32. 40. God faith, 1 will make an Ever- 
laſting Cove want with them, that I will not turn 
eway from them, to do them good ; but I will put 
my fear mto their bearts, that they (hall not depart 
from me. This 1s that which crowns life to the 


[Soul. This promiſe is not only to the natutal 


ed of Abraham, but to all the adopted Seed 
that ſhall be found true Believers in that day z 
en it is that the Lord will perform his Ns 
FE mule 


64. A Believer not coming mto Condemnation, 
miſe, as in the 39th. 7 will give them one heart 
and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the 
good of them and their Chilaren after them. - This 
is clearly evident, that this promiſe was never 
made good to the Children of the Gentile 
Churches, and therefore this promiſe remains 
to be made goo xd 1n time to come:for h1s faithful- 
eſs cannot fai. ; for, bath he ſaid it, and ſhall he 
ot ao t no, let God be trve and every man a lyar, 
Now Ifrael, when they were firſt brought un- 
der the Covenant, then was the time when 
Cod faw them in their fin, and ſaid unto them, 
live: For when God brought them out of 
Egypt, they were then polluted in their blood; 
the which time,was the time of love ; the Lord 
then taking them into Covenant with himſelf, 
end thereby he ſaid unto them, Izve. But Iſrael, 
not obeying the voice of the Lord, in living ac 
cording to his Commands and Precepts ; there: 
fore they were cait off of God. So when God 
frit took into Covenent the Tranſgrefſſors of the 
Gentiles,thcy were then polluted 1n their blood; 
whom God then renewed by his Spirit, and 
took them into Covenant with himſelf, and put 
them into a capacity of obedience. * And the 
Feiievers C hi] dren were ſharers in the promiſed 
Mercy, urti ſuch time as they grew to haveno 
luve to the truth, but, like I/rael, took pleaſure 
in unrighteouſneſs: Then God left them to 
ſlirong delufons, that they might believe Iyes: 
That al might be damned who believe not the 


wrath, bus had pleaſure in unrighteonſneſs, 2 Thel. 
But 
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But God hath rok all to be with Pg 
whilſt they keep the way ; and to the remnant, 
of whom the Diſciples ſprang, which were his. 
Fathers before, and given to Chriſt,it was thoſe 
of whom Chriſt ſaid, None ſhall pluck them out 
of my hand; but that he would be with them to the 

end of the World. Now when Chriſt firſt came, 

the Spirit was ſhed on Believers abundantly, 
my . 6. Yet notwithſtanding St. Pan} terms 
»ut night, to that approaching day which is 

a hand ; and therefore faith, 7he night 15 fay 
ſpent, the day 1s at hand, let us walk honeſily as in 
the day, &c. Rom. 1. 12, 12. Thereby ſhewing; 
that in that day there will be no diforderly 
walking amongſt them; for then tt 1s; that both. 
the natural, and adopted Seed of Jacob, will be 
all taught of God, trom the leaſt of them, to the 
greateſt of them ; fo as they thall no more teach 
every man his Neighbour, and his Brother. For 
then it 1s, The &nowledze of the Lord ſhall cover the 
Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea. FT ſhall not 


here infiſt upon the Everlaſting Covenant, be- = 4 


cauſe. I intend fully to explain 1t in anotlrer 
Treatiſe. 
Chap. XVI. | 
A Belief in Chriſt further Explamned. 
NO whereas Chriſt faith, He that belrev- 
4 eth im me, or on me, ſhall be ſaved, And 
the Apoftles alſo, Saying, He ihat Beireveth m 
Chrift ſhall be [aved. Which 1s no other, than 
in ſhort to declare; that Chriſt had faid, and 
manifeſted the way and method of Salvation : 
F 2 Whick 
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A Belief mChbrift further 'xplained. © 


which if accordingly be lieved,they ſhould be ſa 
ved. Therefore Chriſt ſaith tothe Church,Rey, 
3+ 3» Remember therefore how thou haſt recerved 
and heard, and hold faſt and repent. If therefore 
thou ſhalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, 
and thou ſhalt not know what hour 1 will come upon 
thee. Here we lee the Lord calls upon them to 
put in practice what they have heard. Which 
if they do not, he will come upon them atan 
hour they are not aware of. And as the Thief 
comes to deſtroy, ſo the Lord will come to the 
deſtruction of them that have his word, and 
will not according thereunto wait for him, with 
a prepared heart in love to receive him. For he 
faith, If ye keep my Commandments ye ſhall abide m 
my love, Toha 15. 10. and in the 14. v. Ie are my 
Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you. And 
alſo the Lord faith, John 8. 3 1- If ye continue m 
my word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed. And the 
offer of mercy by Chr:/t, 1s toall that will take 
his Yoke upon them, Matith. rz. 29. And the 
Lord faith, Mark 8. 34, 35, 36. Whoſoeter will 
come after ne, let him deny himſelf, and take up hu 
* Croſs and follow me. For whoſoever will ſave his 
life, ſhall loſe it , but whoſoever ſhall loſe his life 
for my ſake and the Goſpel, the ſame ſhall ſave it; 
For what (all it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world, and loſe bis own Soul. Thus lofing of the 


life for Chriſt. is to be taken under a twofold |: 


head, Not only when we are called to lay down 
our life for the defence of the Goſpel; but alſo 
in denying our ſelves the pleaſures, delights, and 
o advantages 
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advantages of thisworld,for ths is ſpoken in ge- * © 
neral, to all that will fave their lives to life e- ; - 
ternal, - According to this the Lord faith, John 
12. 25. Hethat loveth his life, ſhall loſe it, and he 
that hateth his life in this world, ſhall keep it unto 
life eternal. 

And Chriſt ſaith, Matth. 7. 2T. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven : but he that doeth th; will of 
my Father which is in Heaven. Matth. 7. 24* 
Chriſt C:ith,Whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, 
and doth them, is like to a wiſe man, that built his 
bouſe upon arock. So if welay hold upon the pro-. 
miſe of life according to the conditions offered 
by Chriſt, we build upon that rock that will 
never fail us. So as when the greateft ſtorm 
arfſeth, that man will ſecurely ſtand ; becauſe 
he is faithful that hath promiſed. But if we be- 
lieve in Chriſt for juſtihcation, yet walk accor- 
ling to our. own imaginations, and not acaf- 
ling to his Commands, it 1s building upon a 
ardy foundation,for which they will have dam- 
nation. According to the, word of the Lord, 
when he ſent his Diſciples to teach the Doetrine 
of the Goſpel : which was the conditions of the 


| Covenantof grace. He then ſaid, He that be- 


lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, but he that 
believeth not ſhall he damned, Mark 16. 15,16.That 
1,1t wasthe Goſpel which then Chrilſt ſent forth 
his diſciples to teach, whichthey that heard,were 
to believe. Accordingly the Lord faith, Matth. 
18, 19, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 


E 4 baptizing, 


" 68 A Belief im Chriſt further Explained. 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy hoſt : teaching them to oh- 
ferve all things whatſoever I command you : and lo, 
lam with you to the end of the world, T hat is, with 
the race of the Diſciples, which 1s of the rem- 
nant, he will be with to the end of tie World 
for they are thoſe that none can pluck out of his 
hand. And of whom it 1s ſaid, they follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goeth. And alſo he will 
never forſake any whilſt they keep his way, in 
obſcrving te do whatſoever he Commands 
them. | 

Now the Beliefin Chriſt that is ſaving, 1s to 
be grounded upon the words of Chriſt, that his 
righteouſneſs is to be applied for thejuſtification 
of the {inner, according to the conditions as it 1s 
rendred by him, which 1s in the obſerving todo 
whatſoever he commanded them. For tho at 
the firſt receiving of the Goſpel, by his free grace, 
they were ſaved from their fins, by yielding to 
the conditions that Chriſt required. Yet all 
of them, that were not immediately taken away 
by death, were to be judged according to the 
performance of thoſe conditions, before they 
could be thought meet to partake of the Crown 
- of life. And in every believer, is required the 
faith of God's Flef, that in the way of their love 
and obedience, they ſhall become Heirs to the 
promiſe. 

Zachens deſired to be a Diſciple of the Lord, 
and he knew, in being ſo,his Obebience was re- 
qguired. Therefore he ſaid, Lord, half of my oY 
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Jeive to the poor : and if I have taken any thing from 
any, by falſe accuſation, I will reſtore him fourfold, 
Luke 19. 8. But many of us, like the Jews of 
old, by their Trazition,made the Commands of 
God of no eftet. So many with us, by their 
half-faith, or believing but halt way, in that 
they leave out the conditto: s, upon which lite 
and falvation 15 offered by Chriſt, have made 
their faith in Chriſt of none effect to the ſaving 
of their Souls, becauſe the promiſe of life 1s up- 
on condition of our Obedience:In which, whoſo- 
ever remains faithful to the death, ſhall have the 
Crown of life. But for any to think that Chritt 
dyed to give them a liberty to {1n, 1t 1s of 16-77 
God faith, Thou thoughteſi that I was altogether 
ſuch a one as thy ſelf, Fi I will reprove thee, and ſet 
them mm order before thine eyes. Mow conſraer ths, 
Je that forget God, leſt I tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver. Pal. 50. 21, 322. This forget- 
ting God, 1s forgetting their duty, as to yield 
Obedience unto his Commands. 

Put for our having Faith in the righteouf- 
neſs of Chriſt, ſeparate from good works,is dead, 
landing alone, James 2. 20, 21, 22, But wilt thou 
know, vain man, that faith withons works 1s ae 
Was not dhrebow. our Father juſtified by works, who 
be bad offered Ila. ic his Son upon the Altar * Seeſt 
thou how faith wrought with. his work, and by works 
was faith made perfeft. Thereby ſhewing that © 
a lively and perfect Faith,always includes good 
works. As firſt the inward work upon the will 
and afte&tions ; and afterwards good works put 
EB 4 Tel 
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in practiſe. Therefore he ſaith in the 26 ered 


For as the body without the Spirit 1s dead,” ſo faith 


without works ts dead alſo. And Chap 1. v.25 
But whoſo looketh into the perfettLaw of Liberty,and 


continueth therem , he being not a forgetful hearer, 


but a doer of the work. this man ſhall be bleſſed im his. 


deed. Now why is it term'd theLaw of Liber- 
ty ? Becaule ſuch as walk in obedience thereun- 
to, are by Chrilt ſet free from the condemning 
power of {in and death, 26.v. If any man among 


you ſeem to be religious and bridleth not ti ts tongney 


but deceiveth his own heart, this man's Religion 18 
vain. V. 27. Pure Religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father 1s _ to wiſit the Fatherleſs and 
Widows in their affiicizon, and to keep themſelves 
anſpotted from the world. Here we lee St. James, 
as well as St. eter, finds fome that were wik 
ing to take up with 'an imaginary faith, occas 
fioned through the miſtake of ſome of the ſay- 
ings of St Pau!, Altho, the ſame Apoſtle in ſuch 
abundance of places doth ſoclearly explain him- 
ſelf, by ſhewing what 1s required of them that 
are to be made partakers of the Crown of Righ- 
teouſaels, as has been already proved, And he 
alſo ſheweth, that good works is a foundation 
for us to build our hopes of Salvation upon, as 
well as the merits of Chriſt, 1T:m. 6. 17,18,19: 
And he alſo faith, It zs not the hearers of the Law 
are juſt before God, but the doers of the Law ſhall 
be juſtified, Rom. 2. 13. And that we ſhould 
give onr Boazes a living Sacri fice which 1s our rea* 

ſonable ſervice, Rom, 12. x. And allo that ” 
mu 


-Jnuſt maintain a continual warfare, Eph. 6: 12, 
12, 13. And as we believe that God is, ſo we 
> [re to believe that he is a rewarder of-them that 
| Jdiligently ſeek him, Heb. 1i. 6. Nowin all 
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theſe places in which St. Paul writes plainly a- - I 


Perecable to the word of God and Chriſt, the 

Prophets and Apoſtles , we will not believe him 
in, becauſe they do not ſo well ſuit our :nclina- 
tions. But in thoſe ſayings of his, which we 
have not underſtood him in, we have placed our 
belief, to the contradiction of - himſelf, and all 
the revealed will of God in his word. And ths' 
St. Peter did forewarn us, that in St. Paul's E- 
piſtles there were ſome things hard to be un- 
derſtood 3 which then, ſome did wreſt to their 
own deſtruc&ion, 2 Pet. 3. 16. Yet we have not 
thereby taken warning, but how we ſhall an- 
{wer it before the great Judge, which is juſt at 
hand, we had need now to conſider before it be 
too late. 

Now the Churches that firſt truſted inChriſt, 
being more Eminently choſen and called ofGod, 
and by the abundant ſhedding forth of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt upon them, they generally ſtood. But 
the following generations were but raiſed to that 
from which {ſrael fell. And therefore,by their 
miſcarriage, we had need take warning. For 
the Apoſtle ſaith, If God ſpared not the natural 


branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee, Rom. * 


11,21, And Oh! that it might be a fufficient 
warning to us. 


Chap. 


- 972 Chap. XV | *o 


Shewing who are they that are condemned already, 


And who it is that will find Redemption, 


AINT John faith , Chap. 3. 36. He that 

believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life. but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. This St. John 
ſpake of them that heard Ch»:/t, and believed 
not on him. The like the Lord ſaith of him- 
felf in the 18 verſe, He that belizeveth on me, 1s 
nat condemned, but he that believed mot, is 
condemned already, becauſe he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotton Son "of Ged. , By 
theſe words 1t is plain,that thoſe that were con- 
demned already , were thoſe that retuſed to be- 
lieve in him. And not that thoſe were condemn- 
edfor not believing in him, who never heard of 
him. For if-ſo, the Lord had then excluded all 
the firſt Churches,who were then to be brought 
home by the preaching of the Goſpel. 

But we have falſly imagined from theſe, and 
the like words, as where the Lord - ſaid to his 
Difciples, Mark 16. 15, 16. Go ye znto all the 
world, and preach the Goſpei to every Creature. He 
that believetb and 1s baptized, ſball be ſaved,but hs 
that believeth not ſhall be d.ammed. Which words 
has only a reference to ſuch as believed, and 
ſuch as refuſed believing, ſo as not to yield 0- 
bedience to the truth when they heard it. For 
according to the Commands of the Lord,St. Paul 
Giith. The Goſpel was preached to every Creature 
wich 1s under heaven, Col. 1. 23. Naw the 
Children did not fall under this condernegng 

hn 
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Who are they that are Condemned, 


| becauſe they were not capable of believing, or 


not believing,. Neither do the Heathen now 
fall under this condemnation, who know not 
the Goſpel. For none ſhall be damned, for not 
believing that they never heard: 

And whereas ir is faid, 1 John 5. 12. He tha 
hath the Son, hath life, and he that hath not the 
Son of God hath not life. Theſe words do not 
exclude them that never heard of the Son, ſo 
as none of them ſhall never receive life by the 
5on. tor there will be a Redemption in the 
world to come, as will be fully proved in ano- 
ther Treatiſe. And when Chriſt comes to judge 
the world, and at the laſtand final Judgment, 
they are all ſaid to be judged according to their 
deeds done in the Body,whether they have been 
good, or evil. And tho' in the parable of<he 
Sheep and Goats, there 1s but two forts men- 
tioned,yet there 1s athird included : in as much, 
as the poor, and the Cluldren, were not capable 
to be made partakersof the bleſſing, or the curſe 
in their doing,or not doing good to the diſtreſſed 
Sheep ofChritt.And therefore the word all is not 
mentioned, when he ſentenced them to ever- 
laſting fire, Matth. 25. 4.i. And whereas Saint 
Paul ſaith, To take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall be Os with everlaſting de- 
ſtru&ton, 2 Thel. 1. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. The word all 
he mentions not.But he includes them thathave 
the knowledge of God, and of the Lord Jeſus 
Larift,yet 1 in works deny him,in that they will 
not 


ill find Re edemption. 
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ſaith, Rom. 3. 19.That what things ſoever the by 
ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the Law. Sg 
likewiſe, what the Goſpel faith,it faith. to them 
that are under the. Goſpel. That is.to them that 
have the Goſpel,and obey or refuſe to obey the 
ſame. To them accordingly doth the promiſed 
mercy,orthe threatned judgment belong.And in 
theGoſpel is required our obedience to theMoral 
Law. And allo he faith, Rom. 2. t1, 12. There 
zs no reſpect of perfons mad God. For as Many as 
have {inned without the Law, ſhall alſo periſh with- 
out the Law : and as many as have ſinned in the 
Law, ſhall be judged by the Law. By which we 
ſee,theHeathens that have not the knowledge of 
God, come not under the fame Judgment, or 
condemnation, of the fiery indignation, unto 
which the wicked Chriſtians are condemned, 

becauſe the law andGoſpel only ſpeaks to them 
that are under it. Neither did the Old'world go 
into the fire of Hell. And all being judged accord- 
ing to their works, and according to their deeds 
done inthe body, whether they have been good 
or evil. 'Cherefore to them that has done no 
evil works, there will be a general releaſe 
when they are judged. Therefore allChildrenwill 
certainly be cleared.Neither do all offenders fall 
under everlaſting condemnation. The which by 
God's aſſiſtance, Iſhall further prove in aTreatiſe 
concerning forgiveneſs in the world to come. 

But asfor thoſe Gentiles of old, ſpoken of by St; 


Paul, Rom. 2. 14, 15, 16. W "hich having not the 
ow 


not yield obedience to him. And the Apoſtle "1 
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Which ſhew the work of the Law written in theix 


hearts, their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and + 
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their thoughts the' mean while accuſing , or elſe ex- © 


cuſing one another. In the day when God ſhall 


judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt, —_— 1 


10 my Goſpel. And the Goſpel faith, that all 


be judged according to their deeds. Now 


Conictence 1s 2 true witneſs, which God hath 
ſct up inthe Soul 3 therefore whom that ex- 
cuſeth in judgment,» thoſe will find mercy, as 
by the 4pottles foregoing words, he dorh fully 
make appear. But as for all the Heathen, whom 
we have miſtakenly thought went to everlaſting 
fire, by the example of St. Paul, we havenot 
been permitted to judge them,butto leave them 
to the judgment of the all-wife God, x Cor. 5. 
32, 13. For God hath ſecret places for Souls, un 
that great pit,whnch we know not of. And ſome 
20s to the water,and ſome to the fire, and ſome 
to priſon-houſes. As will be proved. 

But to him that ordereth his converſation a- 
right, God hath promiſed to ſhew his Salvation, 
Pjal. 350, 2. And the Lord alſo faith, Bleſſed 
are the poor in Spirit,for theirs 1s the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Bleſſed are they that mourn.for they ſhall 


be comforted. Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ef 


ſhall obtam mercy, &c. Mat. 5. 3, 4, 5, 6,7,89: 
And God hath promiſed he will give grace and 


-lory to them that walk uprightly,P/.84.11.And 


the like God faith,1/a. 33, 15, 16.P/. 15, and P/. 
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'Law,ds by Nature the things contained m the Laws 

theſe having not theLaw,are a Law unto themſelves: 
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Lord? and who ſhall ſtand im his Holy place ? 
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, who hath 
not lift up his ſoul to vanity, nor ſworn decentfully, 
He ſball receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righ- 
teonſneſs from the God of his Salvation. T his 1s the 
man that is ſure to have the perfect Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt imputed to him from the God of his 
Salvation. And by an upright converſation, in 
complyance to a chief good, the Noble Hearhen 
gropt after Chriſt in the dark. And when all 
are judged according tos their works, they 
then of a certain ſhall have their Reward, Rev, 
2.2. 12, Behold, I come quickly, and my reward ts 
 withme, to give to every man according as his 
work ſhall bez and ch. 20. 12, 13. ch, 2: 23, 26, 
Matth. 7. 21. Matth. 25, 35. Rom. 2. 6, 1}, 14, 
5. James 1. 22. 1 Pet. 1, 17.3 Tsm.6.8 
19.Plalm 58. 11. Pro.11. 18. C. 25.22. Mat 5. 12, 
Now, when we find in appearance an abſo- 
tute contradiction in the Word, then 1t is cer- 
tain we do not rightly underſtand the true 
meaning of it : For when rightly underſtood, 
it all agrees in a holy harmony one with the 
other, by which mercy, Truth and Juſtice kils 
each other. 
Chap. XVIII. 
The Eternal purpoſe explamed. 
Shall here further ſpeak concerning thole 
places we have miſtaken Saint Paul in. And 
firit of the eternal purpoſe, fully proving that 


the Apoſtle ſpake-only of the eternity that was 
tg 


24. 2, 4, 5, Who (ball aſcend mmto the Hill of be 
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to come, Epb. 3 
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purpole, which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our" 
Lord. Here he doth not iay that God had trom 
all eternity a purpoſe in Chriſt, But the word 
is only, actording to the eternal purpoſe; as 
looking forward to the eternity that lies before 


us, In which, 1n, and thro' Chriſt, after the 


fall of man, there was a purpoſe 1n God as to 
man's Salvation. According to this St. Paul a- 
gat ich, Heb. 5. 9. © hiſt is become the Au- 
{l.vr of cternal Salvation toall them that obey 
him. - That 18s, looking forward to the eternal 


Salvation that lies hefore us: the which in time 
Chilii becaiiic thi. Author of. 
hap. XIX. 


God's rorking all things after the Councel of his own  - 


will, explained. 
AINT Pant faith, Eph. i, 11. In whom we 
alſo have o:rained an Inheritance, being 
predeſtinated according to the purpoſe of him, 
who worketh all things after the counſel of his 
own w1:i!:* hat we ſhould be to the praiſe of his 
glory, who tirit truſted in Chriſt. Now where- 


as St. Paul ſaith, God worketh all things after | 


the Counſel of his own will, That is, he here 
ſpeaks as to all the great works that God work- 
eth, that he worketh thoſe things after the coun- 
ſel of his own will, According to which St. 
Tames ſaith, Known unto God are all his works: 
Ads 15. :8. Here both the Apoſtles ſpeak con- 
cerning the method and way of God's carrying 


on of man's Salvation, with the ſufferings of 
Chrift 
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| Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow, ſhey 
ing that the firſt Churches were predeftinatec 
according to the will or purpoſe of God, that 
they ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, who 
firſt truſted in Chriſt; and therefore they were 
ſealed with the holy Spirit of promiſe tor the, 
eſtabliſhing of the goſpel, and for the more ſe- 
curity of their ſtanding, that God might - ſhow 
the exceeding riches of his grace 1n his kindneſs 
towards them in the ages to come, Eph. 2. 7. 
and alſo ſet a door of mercy open to all that 
ſhouid believe in him according to his word; 
with the determined'puniſhments to them thar 
ſhould remain in their diſobedience, and the 
intended glory that ſhould follow to the righte- 
ous Theſe being God's works,which he work- 
eth according to the counſel of his own Wilt F 
And St. Paul had no other meaning , for 
the word al in Scripture doth not include 
the whole. And St. Paul ſpeaks alſo in the 
hke manner, in that he ſaith, Every man, when 
it doth but'include a very ſmall number, as in 
the : Cor. 4. 5. He faith, when the Lord comes, 
he will make manifeſt the counſels of the heart, 
and then ſhall every man have praiſe of God. 
This all , or every man, does but fignifie thoſe Þ 
whoſe counſels of their hearts, are agreeable to 
the will of God. And I fear they wall be but 
a ſm:1l number, that will receive this praiſe of 
God, compared with the whole. I could here f 
recite many places, but having- already proved-| 
in another book, I ſhall not infiſt much upaney 
ue 


| after the Counſel of bis own 


& But we not rightly undiritanding the way of 
&cripture-ſpeaking,therefore.d:d not rightly ap- 
prehend the meaning of St. Pauh; So as we have 
taken his words,to the contradiction of thatGod 
that cannot lie. And who hath ſaid and ſworn, 
that he delighteth not in the death of a finner , 
but rather that he ſhould return and live Yet 
notuithſtanding,we have ſo miſtakenly believed 
it. Paul, as to think, that by afore-ſight in God 
of Adam 'smiſcarriage, he did predeſtinate a few 
to Salvation, and left all the reſt under a nece(- 
-Fity of damnation, decreeing them Reprobates 
before they were created,or the world in which 
they offended. And theſe opinions we have 
> faken up with, through the miſtake of the 
words of St. Paul. Notwithſtanding the Oath, 
+ find word, andall the declarations of God to the 
r {ontrary,Gen. 6. 5, 6. Fer.18.8, 9, 10. Ezek, 18, 
& 2,22, 24, 25. 

And whereas St Paul faith,Titus 1. 2. In hopes 
f eternal life, which God, that cannot lie promiſed 
efore the world began. His meaning here was 
0 other than that God promiſed eternal life,be- 
ore the world began, in which they were to re- 
| feeive it. Which world 1s the world to come,in 
e Pyhich all they that obey him, are promiled e- 
o fernal life. 

t | I have alſo fully proved by the word in ano- 
f Fer Treatiſe that is to come forth, that it was 
e fifter the fall of Adam, that the decree was 
{ Jade, that the entrance into life, ſhould be 
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Go  CGodes working all vhings, &c, © 
made ftrait,and how that ſtraitneſs doth confi 
(hap. XX 
Choſen from the foundation, and before the founda. 

1100, exp lained, 

Have in the fore-mentioned Book by the 
[| word fully proved what is meant by being 
Choſen from the foundation of the world. Ang 
alſo proved, that in the word thereis mention 
made of three evers, three times, three genera. 
tions, three worlds and that there was none 
choien before the foundation of the materialſ ' 
Heavens and Earth, That theſe three worlds | 
ſpoken of in Scripture, are three worlds of peo- 
ple, Firit, that which ſprang from Adam. Se- 
condly that which {prang trom the Seed of Noah, 
And thirdly, That the foundation of the werld 
to come was laid in the feed of Abraham, when 
God brought them out of « Agypt,and laid them 
for the foundation of the world to come. For 
all that comes in Heirs to that world, comes in 
as the Seed of Airaham, irom the foundation of 
which world, was -Chriſt fizuratively flainin 
the Paſchal Lamb. And from that foundation 
of the world, was the works of thoke unbelier-y," 
ing Jews finiſhed + ; when they thro” their ur | 
belief, refuſed to go to fight for the land of (4 
naan therefore were condemned to die in thef, 
wilderneſs from 20 years old and upward, fave 
Caleb, and Joſhna. 
And then after this miſcarriage, God elected, 


and ſecured a remnant in Chriſt of that foun-| 
dation 


On Rnd 


Choſen from the Foundation, 8 


it {ation which was then a laying in I/rael for 


the world to come. | 

But for rae/'s miſcarriage, God did likewiſe 
elect , and make choice of the firſt Gentile 
Churches to partake of the Holy Ghoſt , 
and God choſe them before the body of 
Irael, which were the foundation of the world 
to come. And therefore the Apoſtle Paul futh; 
They were choſen in Chriſt before the foun- 
dation of the world; That 1s, before the body 
of Iſrael, who were the foundation of the 
World to come. And this not as to 
matter of time, but as to matter of choice, 
and liking in God, rather to appoint and make 
choice of them that ignorantly offend him, to 
call them in by a particular calling, and 
give to them , with the remnant the Holy 
Ghoſt, that they thereby might bear their teſti- 
mony to the world of the truth of the Goſpel, 
rather than thoſe of Iſrael that did wilfully re- 
bel, and would not bea light to the world: All 
theſe things are fully, and clearly proved in the 
other Treatiſe, with the hardning of Pharaoh's 
heart. And what it was God hardned him in; 

Shewing that it wasnot in (in and cruelty,bur . 
for his {in and cruelty God hardened him in 
linbelief, ſo as he ſhould not believe the miracles 
done by Moſes, to come from God And there- 
fore he followed thern into the Red Sea, where 


-he and his Army were deſtroyed. And therein 


aſo is ſhewed, what is the meaning of being 
defore of old ordained to this condertination. 
F 3 Now 


82 Acallt0 the eterant Inheritance; 
Now there was none of the Apoſtles that 
were Scholars but St. Paul. And to underſtand 
ſome part of his Epiſtles,has been more difficult, I, 
than all the writings of the reſt of the Apoſtles. |, 
And, according to the faying of St. Peter, many Þ,j 


poor Souls have wretited them to their own De- [ 
ſiruction. C 
Chap. XXl. &« 

The Call to the Eternal Inheritance,explained. I]. 

Ni 


T. Panl faith, Heb. g. 15, 16. Thatthy] , 
which are called might recerve the promiſe. of | x;, 
the eternal Inheritance. Gl 
This he does not only ſpeak of them that had | j. 
the peculiar calling, as the remnant choſen from ;x 
amony Iſrael, and of the firſt Gentile Churches |; 
w hich were likewiſe choſen to bear their Teſti pr 
mony to the truth. But theſe words had alſo] ;. 
a reference to all Iſrael wi:o were all called, and}, 
unto whom the promiſes belong'd, and to theirf ,, 
Children. So the promiſes belonged to them], 
that were ca led of the Gentile Churches, and , 
their Children. And unto all to whom the word] ;. 
of God ſhall come, accompanied with the good ;; ; 
motions of the Spirit of God ; tothe Jikewikef p,, 
does the promiſe of the Eternal Inheritancebef,, 
long, if they according to the condition, as it 1s 
tenared, will lay hold of it. And whoſoev? 
continues faithful , ſhall, at the end, have the 
fruition of the eternal inheritance that was prof ,; 
miſed upon thoſe conditions, As 10. 35. For Mi yg, 
exery Nation, he that fearech God, and worketl 
Righteouſneſy 


 Acall tothe eternal nhert ance. 03 

Rizhteouſneſs, is accepted with hmm. And it was 

the Gentile Nations that 4braham had the pro- 

miſe from God, to be Father to, Kom. 4. 17.And 

when the Gentile Natzons were called in, 1t was 

Y [then God made good his word to Abraham, and 

* {then did the promiſe belong to them, and their 

Children, as it did to 1/raet and their Children. 

Soas they might receive the promiſe of the E- 

ternal Inheritance upon the conditions offered, 

Now the firſt Gentile Churches were not only 

JJ alled,that they might receive the promiſe of the 

f | Eternal Inheritance, but they had alſo the Holy 
Ghoſt given to them, as the earneft of that In- 

dheritance which afterwards they ſhould receive, ? 

Ni if they did not difinherit themfelves Andto © 

I their Children that followed ter them, did the - 

FI promiſe of the Eternal Inheritance belong. But 

Of ztthe time that any Nation or people have not 

U the Goſpel, at that time they have not the call. 

If At which time, the promiſe of Eternal Inheri- 

tance belongs not to them. Yet they arenot ex- 

cluded all mercy. But where the word of God - 

1s, as the call thereof is rightly underftood,there 

It is, Where the eternal Life may be laid ho!d on, 

But ſuch as by often finning have cauſed God 

*J to withdraw the good motions of hisSpirit from 

them, they are thereby left to blindneſs of mind, 

"1 And as God was with the natural Seed of Abra- 

1 ham, till they by often finning cauſed him to 

7 withdraw from them: So God was with the 

1 Nations of the adopted Seed of Abraham, till 

F > ſuch 
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{uch time, as by often ſinning, they cauſed God 
to with-draw from them, and leave them to ſtrong 
deluſions to believe lies, 2 Thell. 2. 10, 11, 12. 


Chap. XXII 
Th? Gifts and Callings of God explained, 


T. Paul ſaith, Rom. 11. 29. The Gyfts and 
Callings ef God are without Repentance. That 
is, according to the conaitions upon which God 
calls them, they are without Repentance fron 
him. But by the diſobedience of many that 
have been called, the call has proved uneffectual 
to them, to the ſaving of their Souls. There- 
fore St. Paul ſaith, He kept under his body, leſt 
that by any means when he had preached to 
others,h: himſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, 1 Cor. 9. 
27.And he never declared himſelf to be fure of 
the Crown of righteouſneſs, till at his departure, 
when the end had crown'd his work, 2 7m. 
4 7, 8. Neither was the Crown of lite, any-o- 
therwiſe promiſed. But tlie Apoſtle in this place 
had his reference to the general Callings, as of 
Iſrael, and the Gentile Churches. But more 
peculiarly to the time when [{rael will again 
be called in, at the time of the Reſtitution of all 
things. For when the Lord comes again to 
Zion, it is then he will turn away ungodlinels 
from 7acob, Rom, 11. 25, 26. 
| And then it is, God will ſeeno iniquity in 
Facob, when he hath purged all iniquity rom 
|  rnem 


| Adding tothe Church explamed. $5. © 
them. For they are the ele, unto whoſe per- 
ſons the promiſe is made'to, as Rom x 1. 28. For 
they are beloved for their Fathers Jake And 
then the believer in Chriſt will partake with 
them of the Eternal Inheritance, that 1s but in 
this time promiſed. Unto which Inheritance the 
perſons ofthe firſtGentileC hurches were choſen, 

and had given themtheHoly hoſt,as the earneſt 
of that Inheritance which they ſhould be heirs 


to, world without end, if they did not dit- 
inherit themſelves. For the Seed that 1s 1n 
Chrift and Iſaac, 1s them that have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and them that have a mind and wall 
brought into Subjection unto the mind and will 
of Chriſt ; without which they are none of his, 
Rom. 8. 9, 14. But when Iſrael is reſtored, God 
will give them one heart,and one way that they 
may fear him for ever, er. 32 39 for the good 
of them and their Children after them, 
Chap XXII. 

Adding to the Church, and ordaining to Eternal 

Life explained. And Ghrift dyang for the world. 


YT. Peter ſaid to theJews, Acts 2. 47. And the 
Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as ſhould 

be ſaved. This he ſaid to the Jews, becauſe the 
generality of them were excluded the then mer- 
cy, ſo that ſuch of them as were not left to 
blindneſs were daily added to the Church For 
Chriſt, in Z:on, was laid as a ſtumbling ſtone. 
And as for thoſe Gentiles that were ordained to 
F 4 eternal 


£6 Ordaining to Life. 


eternal Life, they were called in by the*con- 
vincing power of the Spirit, which went with 


the word of the Diſciples, whereby they did 
yield their aflent to be obedient to the truth, 
which they no fooner did, but God juſtified 
them by his grace, and glorified them by his 
giving to them the Holy Ghoſt to be in them, 
whereby he did abound to them 1inall wiſdom 
and prudence, and 1n divers miracles, and gifts. 
This isthat 1n whichGod did manifeſt himſelfto 
them, as he did not unto the world. Theſeare 
they which Chriſt prayed for with hisDiſciples, 
that ſhould believe in him thro' their word; 
Which was by the word preached by the mouth 
of the Diſciples, by whontthe firſt Churches 
were gathered. For the word of God, and Chriſt, 
was never term'd the word of the Diſciples, But 
the firit Churches receiving the word from the 
mouth of the Diſciples, therefore ſaid by Chriſt, 
to believe in him thro' their word. But when the 
Holy Ghoſt was ſhed forth abundantly on the 
firſt Churches, then the Holy Ghoſt became an 
evident witneſs to the world that God had ſent 
Chriſt. So as the world did not believe thro' 
rhe Word of the Diſciples, but through 
the convincing ſignsand wonders, and mighty 
power of the Spirit of God that was ſeen a- 
moneſt the Churches. The which did bear 
witneſs,it was the word of God that was taught 
amonzſt them. For had we had no- other 
witne( than the word of a few Diſciples, that 


Chritt was the Son of God, there had been ps 
tle 


| mY the Wort —"L. 
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fle reaſon for the world to have believed it. Bu 
the viſible witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, bearing 
witneſs to the truth of what theDiſciples taught, 
was the convincing argument to the world,thar 
God had ſent Chritt, as thereby they might take © 
hold of the offered mercy by him, on the con+ 
dition as it 1s tendred. And if we are found 
in our duty, according to the capacity God has 
put us in, we then ſhall not want his afliftance 
to enable us to do that which he requires of 
us. But as for the Difciples,and fhrit Churches, 
Chriſt in a particular manner prayed for, as he 
did not for the world, John 17. 21. That they all 
may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 in thee, 
that they all may be one in us : that the world may 
believe that thou haſt ſent me, Now, whereas the 
Lord ſaith, that they may be one in us. That was, 
in that they were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which both them that were krſt given to 
Chriſt of the Father, and the firſt Churches that 
ſhould believe in him thro' their word received 
from the mouth of the Diſciples, were alſo 
partakers of that one Spirit with Ged and 
Chriſt, and thereby becagie one with them, in 
being united by one Spirit. For the Spirit 
that was before with the Diſciples, was given 
to be in them, John 14. 17. That they fhould 
be to the praiſe of his glory who firſt truſted in 
Chriſt, Eph. 1. 12. 
And this was evident to the world when 
the Holy Ghoſt was thus given. And the Lord 
hers 
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the world,the world might believe thatGodhad 
ſent him. Forwhen the world believed that 
God had fentChriſt by theConvincingSigns and 
wonders, miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
that was then given, part of the world em- 
braced the Faith, as St. Paul declareth, and the 
word brought forth fruit in them, as it did in the 
Church of Collofſe , Chap. 1. 6 For according 
to the Command of Chriſt, The Goſpel was 
preached toevery Creature under Heaven,©ol. 1.23. 
And by the mighty ſigns and wonders that 
accompanied the Word , they were under a 
conviction, that Chriſt was the Son of God, 
And then there was a power in them , to 
go to him for the offered mercy. But when 
God, for fin, , withdraws from a Perſon, Peo- 
ple or Nition he thenleaves them to blind- 
neſs, as he did 1frae, and Chriſt ſo died for 
the World , that all that have not diſin- 
herited themſelves will re:p benefit by it. 

Now the firſt Churches were as a Candle 
lighted up by the Lord to enlighten the 
World, who lay in Wickedneſs and Dark- 
neis. And they being to withſtand all the 
fury of the Enemy at the Publication of the 
Goſpel. |! herefore they had fo great a por- 
tion of the Spirit given them. 

And it was them whom theDiſciples taught, 
that received the Word from their mouth, 
and ſo believed in Chriſt thro' their Word, 

to 


Yume for the World, 


here prayed, that by this clear manifeſtation to 


, 
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| to whom Chriſt made theſe promiſes, 
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Marki6. 
15, 16, 17. Go ye #nto all the World, and 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. And theſe 
ſigns ſhall follow them that believe, In my 
Name ſhall they caſt out Devils. They 
ſhall ſpeak with new Tongues, tbey | ſhall 
take up Serpents, and if they drink any deadly 
thing 1t ſhall not hurt them. They ſhall lay 
hands on the Sick and they ſhall recover. By 
theſe words we ſee nothing can be more 
plain, than that Chriſt ſpake this of the then 
time, and of them that ſhould believe in him 
through the Word of the Diſciples as re- 
ceived from their mouth. For this Chriſt 
ſpake of the remnant , and firſt Churches, 
unto whom the Holy Ghoſt was given to 
be in them, and of whom St. John faith, 
Te need not that any man teachyou, but asthe ſame 
anointing teacheth you all things, and is zrue, 
and is no he, 1 John 2. 27. This the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks of them, who had the Holy 
Ghoſt gwen to be in them, they needed 
no other teaching, but as the ſame anoin- 
ting taught them, But ſome, not obey- 
ing the Spirits teaching, went out from 
them,that was not of that remnant,as 1n thei 9v. 

But the Holy Ghoſt was not given to any 
till they were firſt brought home by the 
Call of the Word. to yield their conſent to 
the tender of his Grace, as to turn from 
every evil way. For the Holy Ghoſt could 
not 


90 Chr#/t dying for the World. 
not be received into an unclean Hearr. 

And the Holy Ghoft was then given, that 
thereby the world might believe that God 
had ſent Chriſt. 

And alſo St. Paul, of the then time, ſaith, 
That God was in Chriſt reconciling the World 
anto himſelf, not imputing to them their Treſ 
paſſes,2 Cor. 5. 19. (That 1s, not laying their 
paft {ins to the charge of them that laid 
hold of the tender of his Grace) So ' as none 
need fear, if they are not Elected, they ſhall 
not be accepted. 

And after the Nations of the World had 
embraced the Faith, the Lord continued a 
ſtagging Witneſs amongſt them always to 
bea&=their Teſtimony to the Truth of the 
Goſpel. And they are they that lie in the 
ſtreet of the Great City. And when the 
Gentile Nations fell away as Iſrael did ; they 
remained to bear their JTeſtim-ny . to the 
truth againſt all the fary of the Antichriſtt- 
an inemy. And when we come rightly to 
underſtand who were the Servants to whom 
Chriſt delivered the Talents ; none will then 
think that the Fountain of all Wiſdom and 
Reaſon carries on his works according to 
the Council of his own Will, guided with. 
out Reaſon. 

All theſe things that I have now hinted, 
will by God's athitance, be fully and clear- 
ty proved in a ſhort time. And let us not 
decelve 
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+] deceive our ſelves by-a falſe Faith, or an ima- _ 


ginary Election. For theEle& (thart lie in the 


Street of the great City, and cry © day and- 


night unto God , by reaſon of the Op- 
preſſion of the Enemy) we are not. 

And as for the Ele& that are to be ga- 
thered from the four Winds, ' we have not 
apprehenged. who they are,andthey will appear 
to be, them, that we are little aware of, as 
will be proved in the next Treatiſe. In 
which will be the figns of the times ; The 
coming of the Lord ; The Calling in of I/raek; 
The Deſtruction of Babylon; Andithe Reſtitution 
of all things, clearly made eviderft by the word. 


Therefore we had need look to it, how 
we ſtand as believers, leſt we 'ſhould have 
believed in vain, for the Lord is at hand, 
who will judge us according to our deeds, 
and according as our Vforks have been. 

Now the Lord of his mercy cauling the 
true meaning of his Word to break forth 
for the vindication of his Juſtice, and for 
the exaltation of his mercy , let us therefore 
prepare for his coming, and unite to ſerve 


the Lord with one conſent, and be found of 


him 1n peace. 
St. Paul faith upon the firſt publication 
of the Goſpel, How ſhall they hear without a 


Preacher * And how ſhall they preach except 


they be Jent? Rom, 10, 14, 15, For the 
| firſt 
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92 Chriſt Dying for the World. 
firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel were ſent forth 
by the Lord, and inſtructed by him what 
to teach. But when the Goſpel was eſtabliſht, 
then the Apoſtle faid , Gal. 6. 16. Aid as 
many as walk according to this Rule, peace be 
on them, and mercy, and upon the lſrael of God, 
And then they were not to wair for new 
Calls, but to walk according to the Rule 
that was ſet before them , leſt they ſhould 
be caſt off again as Iſrael was. For God 
by his word continually calls upon us to 
walk in obedience to him. But ſuch as re- 
fuſe to obey, are the ground bearing Thorns 
and Briers, which 1s rejefted, and is nigh unto 
curſing s whoſe end is to be burn:d, Heb. 6, 
verſe 8.Mat. 16.24,25, 26, 27, Mat. 3. 10. 

But the offer of mercy is to whotnſoever will 
that they may comeand take the waters of life 
freely, Rev.22.17. T hat 1s, If they are willing to 
yield ſubjection to his laws, then they may tree- 
ly come. For every one that thirfteth are invited 
to the waters,and they that have no money may 
buy and eat, without meney and without price, 
Iſa. 55. 1. Soas the poor are not excluded for 
want of money ; nor the Gentile ſinners upon 
the publication of the Goſpel, were not exclud- 
ed for want of Righteouſneſs, if they did thirſt 
after it. For the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt was 
imputed for the Juſtihcation of any that were 
willing for the future to render their fincere 0+ 
bedience to him, For it was their paſt ſins, that 
were 
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were commitred before their converſion, which ®* 
were remitted, Rom. ;. 25. But, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſaith , let them not tarn again to folly Pf, 85. $: _ 
And tho' the remnant and firſt Churches were 
not fore choſen for their willing and running. * 
Yet the Crown of Life was to be attained by 
their willing and running : And fo it is by all 
that will lay hold on it. But when the Gentile 
Nations cme to have no love to the truth,;then 
God left them to ſtrong delufhonsthat they might 
be damned ,zTheſ.2.10,11,12. And Oh ! that this 
may be a warning tous, that we may receive 
the knowledge of the truth in the love thereof, 
that. our Souls may be ſaved in the day of the 
Lord, 

For we are not only to believein him, but : 
alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, Phzl. 1. 29. 

For this was the determined counſel of God, 
that, ſeeing he was to part with the Son of [his 
love,to ſuffer for ſinners,that ſuch as would not 
in this time deny themſelves for him, ſhould in 
time to come ſufter by him, Mar. 8. 34, 35,36, 
37,38. Lake 1y.27. 

But we having loſt the anctent way of Scri 
ture ſpeaking, and the right apprehenſion of the” 
Kingdom that is to come and miſtakingly taking 
all that was faid to the firſt Churches, and 
all that was faid as relating to Iſrael at the time 
of the Reſtitution of all things, as tho' they now 
belong'd to us ; by reaſon of which weare in: 
volved in great and dangerous miſtakes. 
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OD Bleſs KingWill:am; and in theſe times 
Y make him more blefled in Conquering of 
Hearts thanNations,by the incouraging and pro. | 
"moting the Knowledge ot the truth. For | 
the door of mercy is open to all that will 
lay hold of the tender of his Grace. $9 | 
as none need fear, that 1f they are not e- 
le&ted, they ſhall not be accepted. For Chriſt 
faith, Rev. 22. 17. Whoſoever will, let him Come. 

And we may with conhdence rely u- 
on his Word, for he 1s faithful that hath pro- 
miſed, and his faithfulneſs cannot fail, And 
the invitations and drawings of God, are 
with the «© ords of a man, and with the bands ! 
of Love, Hoſea Ch. 11. ver.4. So as the will 
is left, either to chuſe, or refuſe the ſame, 
And tho' God may ſometimes go out of his 
uſual way of working, and as 1t were, pluck 
a brand out of the burning ; yet that perſon 
no longer ſecurely ſtands, than he willingly 
devctes himſelf to his Makers Service. But 
when he will have none of his Counſel, but 


ln deſpiſes his reproof, then will the Lord 


laugh at the Calamity of ſuch, and mock 
- When their fear cometh , Pro. 1. 25, 26, 27. 
Which as a whirlwind will come ſuddenly, 
and now 1s very nigh at hand, 

But yet the door of mercy 1s open to all 
that will repent and turn from their evil 
ways, fo as they may eſcape the wrath to 
come, Fer. 18. 7, 8. 
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